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Homes & Land Improvement

In this tight and uncertain economy, we're all trying to find ways to hang on to our
money. Some of us are having to make major lifestyle changes and downsizing our list of
necessities. But we still need to to protect our homes from all sorts of possible calamities,

such as weather and wildfires.

In that vein, this special publication, "Home & Land Improvement," strives to give
local property owners and renters cost-saving ideas to upgrade their homes and lands.
Saving costs, in this sense, translates into reducing expenses for energy in your home, and

getting paid a portion of your expenses for doing so.

And in the big picture, you're helping not only protect the Earth, but stimulating your
local economy when you use the advertisers who supported this publication to make
these improvements. We hope you find "Homes & Land Improvement" a great resource.

Becky Clark, Publisher-Editor

Idyllwild Town Crier staff
who compiled “Home &
Land Improvement" are:
Publisher-Editor Becky Clark;
Operations Manager Jim
Crandall; News Editor ].P.
Crumrine; Staff Reporter
Marshall Smith; Advertising
Sales Manager Grace Reed;
Advertising Sales Representa-
tive Kathy Bryson; Produc-
tion Assistant James Larkin;
Copy Editor Beth Nottley;
and Office Manager Sandy
Burns.
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SANDLIN & SON RENTS
25600 FERN VALLEY ROAD

Please call to check availability of equipment.

* Air Compressors

e Small Tools

e Ladders

e Sand Blasters

* Paint Sprayers

e Trenchers ¢ Tillers
* Electric Jack Hammers
* Mini Excavator

* Pressure Washers

* Carpet Cleaners

%
,,,,,

= 2

s ‘/
659-3528

BASIC SERVICE TO COMPLETE OVERHAULS ON EVERYTHING
FROM WEED WHACKERS TO GARDEN TRACTORS

WHEN YOUR
EQUIPMENT’S DEAD, == o
CALL ED'!

BNE Equipment Répair

1650 S. Juanita St., San Jacinto, CA

= &= 951-654-4334

> WE SELL PARTS, T00!

SNOW BLOWER & GENERATOR
TUNE-UP SPECIAL

11 We Sharpen Lawn & Garden
Hand Tools

Carolyn Purvis-Iesberts

Insurance and Financial Service Agent

- TREMIES .

2627 West Florida Ave.,
Ste. 203

Hemet, CA 92545
Phone: 951-925-6458
CA License 0A92084
Fax: 951-925-6452

Registered Representative
Farmers Financial

Solutions, LLC

30801 Agoura Road, Bldg. 1
Agoura Hills, CA 91301

Welcoming Idyllwild Homeowners

$2,000,000.00

Liability Insurance

Tree Removal
Trimming
Topping
Felling Service

A\N FIRE AB4y

$1,000,000.00

Fireman’s Fund Insurance

$1,000,000.00

Workman’s Comp
Insurance

E/y6 R

Locally owned
and operated

Uniformed Professionals

Abatements to code

Protect yourself and your property: Always ask for a copy of license, liability insurance and
Workers Compensation Ins. for your records before any work is started on your property.

e Members of the California Tree Trimmers Association
* Members of the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA)
e Members of the Western Chapter ISA- #CH-08164
e Members of the Associated California Loggers (ACL)

WORKING WITH ALL LOCAL COST-SHARE PROGRANMS.
CALL US FIRST BEFORE YOU ABATE YOUR PROPERTY.
WE CAN SAVE YOU TIME AND NMIONEY.

(951) 659-1157 - (951) 659-5590 fax

Ca. Contractor’s License #642638 - Licensed Timber Operators #LTO-A10209
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Change a light bulb and save the world

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Dr. Charlie Zender, Uni-
versity of California, Irvine,
professor of atmospheric
physics, practices what he
preaches. His research, like
that of other scientists who
contribute to the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC), predicts
dramatic  global warm-
ing with rapidly spiking
global mean temperatures
never before seen on the
planet. He practices car-
bon footprint reduction by
changing his light bulbs to
compact fluorescent light
bulbs (CFL) and installing
energy-efficient appliances
in his home. “Each of us
can contribute to reduc-
ing carbon footprints,” said
Zender.

According to power sup-
plier Southern California
Edison (SCE), CFLs last up
to 10 times longer than reg-
ular incandescent bulbs, use
up to 75 percent less energy
and save up to $65 in annual
energy costs.

Using CFLs, according
to SCE, also reduces green-
house gas emissions, the
prime contributor to global
warming.

CFLs come in several
shapes and sizes to meet
consumers’ needs, whether
for a table lamp, wall sconce,
outdoor floodlight, ceiling
fan or track lighting.

SCE’s Operation Light
Exchange allows residen-
tial customers to exchange
halogen torchiere floor
lamps and incandescent
floor/table/desk lamps and
night-lights for new Energy
Star-labeled lamps. To learn
more about that program,
visit www.scelampexchange.
com/.

Since CFLs contain trace
amounts of mercury, they
must be disposed of in a re-
cycling center as “household
hazardous waste.”

Replacing older applianc-
es with U.S. Department of
Energy and Environmental
ProtectionAgency-approved
Energy Star appliances can
earn rebates from power
suppliers that can help off-
set the cost of purchase of

new appliances. SCE cur-
rently offers a $50 rebate, as
advertised on its site (Www.
sce.com/residential/rebates-
savings/appliance/energy-
star) if one purchases an
Energy Star-qualified re-
frigerator “while funding is
still available” (the SCE site
includes an extensive list of
qualifying products). Check
the purchase receipt to see
if the seller provided an in-
stant rebate; if not, complete
the SCE rebate application
and send with the required
documentation to SCE; and
provide information from
your SCE bill requested on
the application.

SCE also offers a recy-
cling program for refrigera-
tors and freezers, and pays
qualified consumers $50 to
haul away the old appliance.
To qualify, one must be an
SCE customer; the appli-
ance must be picked up at
the SCE service address; the
appliance must be in work-
ing condition at the time of
pick up; and the size of the

appliance must be between
10 to 27 cubic feet.

SCE claims that by swap-
ping out old, energy-inef-
ficient appliances with new,
energy-efficient ones, con-
sumers might save up to
$292 on their energy bill
SCE adds that California law
prohibits dumping your ap-
pliance in a landfill, and that
many companies charge a
fee for disposal.

Similar to other offers,
SCE will pay a $30 rebate
when a consumer purchases
a new, energy-efficient elec-
tric water heater with an en-
ergy factor of .93 or higher.
The SCE site provides a list
of qualifying products.

Energy auditors recom-
mend lowering temperature
settings on water heaters and
insulating the heaters if they
are located in an unheated
area of one’s home, after
checking the manufacturer’s
guidelines and warranty cri-
teria.

Under the California So-
lar Initiative, power suppli-

ers provide rebates on fixed
and tracking solar energy
(photovoltaic) systems. In-
centives are based on the size
and characteristics of the in-
stallation and the customer
classification (an increased
incentive level is available to
government and nonprofit
organizations.)

Lastly, water is the most
important human resource
and one that is becoming
more expensive and less
available around the planet.
By reducing water consump-
tion, fixing dripping faucets,
installing low-volume or
dual-flush toilets, low-flow
showerheads, and water-
efficient dishwashers and
clothes washing machines,
one can save both water and
money.

Local water districts of-
fer rebates for purchasing
many of these appliances.
The water district phone
numbers are Idyllwild, 659-
2143; Fern Valley, 659-2200;
Pine Cove, 659-2675; and
Lake Hemet, 658-3241.

James

& Commercial

Custom Homes

& Additions
e Cabinetry
e Tile and Masonry
e Residential

. Aeder

General Contractor

951-659-7733
P.O. Box 2263
Idyllwild, CA 92549

CCL No. 381300

of water used down to 1.2
gallons per minute or less.

Aerators on faucets can
significantly reduce water
volume; water-saving show-
erheads can cut the volume See Save, page 6

ANNUAL SPRING
Sale

Poly Storage &
T

ks
m "“mﬂ 1;- |
‘ =|u.mu-punn-n ki

Septic Tanks Polyethylene & Fibergl
Nl en. & Thougtine

He Deliver Anywhere!
Also BIG SAVINGS on
infillratar Leach Field
Systems

Fagt

spovem | gl pmrwpyl AT bk
b oy

Baid mororg peieisd bEr=wan

-800-549-5514 www.loomistank.com

JR.s Painting &
Sandblasting

B i
LOOMIS

fawig £EeTiREd

CorGal Steel
'I'ullu

nn-'-lia-n

MO FIFE
HEEDED

g d 0 b iy
chiois oo ot delssny dale

—

Exterior & Interior Painting Specialist
Expert Deck & Siding Refinishing
Every Job Personally Done & Guaranteed

Serving Idyliwild for 25 years » Lic. # 709018
Free Estimates » Cell (951) 306-6494
idyllwildjr@yahoo.com

Lee Arnson
| Land Surveying
PLS 8389

lee@idylarn.com

54585 N. Circle Dr Suite C
Post Office Box 539
[ciyliwild, CA 92549

www.idylarn.com

951.659. 4458
Phone/ Fax
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Fire abatement 24/7/365 ) Go green; recycle an old car

Full- and part-time residents are reminded that fire Evacuation brochures at TC Recycle an old car by donating it to Cars4Charities. You
hazard abatement on private property is a year-round The Riverside County Sheriff’s Department is can complete the entire donation process online at www.
project, not just during summer months, since fallen || again providing brochures on evacuation in case of a || cars4charities.org.
pine needles, weeds and dead oak leaves build up if not wildfire. In addition to helping a very needy charity, the donor
raked. Brochures are available for free at the Idyllwild [ | willbeeligible for a tax deduction of up to $500 or whatever

Fire abatement rules may be found in the Town Crier’s Town Crier office, 54295 Village Center Drive, or at the car is sold for, whichever is greater.

free “Fire & Water” publication, available at the office, or www.towncrier.com. For more details, visit the Web site or call 1-866-448-
at any fire station on the Hill. 3487.

Mountain’s €Edge Landscape
Design and Construction
ELLEN ANDERSON

Business Development Irrigation Installation and Repair
Custom Landscape Design
Decks, Concrete, Flagstone

Waterfalls and Ponds

Inland Empire Division Greywater Systems

7065 Indiana Ave., Suite 100 Water Tank Sales and Installation

Riverside, CA 92506 Landscape Lighting

CONTR ACTO RS 800-220-6886 customer service RR Tllze c?"St(’:“"tm"

e omes* Decks G Adtons 951-313-6750 direct o oarty it

: ew Homes + Decks * Garages * Additions 951-682-5736 fax arty Cleanup
: eanderson@stewart.com Bonded and Insured

Gl l’or?c {{éﬁzestimate = wstoe.com 659-6300

]
PO, Box 20 i, A9 95 65%‘0 S‘Le“r‘famrty v Jom s D Chnrl

ASTEWART INFORMATION SERVICES COMPANY [NYSE: STC] B & C-27 License #832195

PROPANE Ns s
Tudependently & "
Owned and Operated
SINCE 1933

( 0mmumty Lumber ( ompany
- .,b.‘ - ”l -

WE TAKE CARE OF THE DETAILS
special orders handled

with special care

Cell: (951) 206-9671 5
Phone: (951) 659-3676

Fax: (951) 659-9996 i o fﬂ-
Mike & Emily Pearson vt oy~

@@m@m@

MUTUAL PROPANE @@@w Blowing;

— State License #576531 :
CALL FOR (951) 232-1175 = LTO #A167 j’ =
INFORMATION To better serve all your Fire Abatement & Tree Service needs
PEARSON’S WOOD SERVICE now accepts all major CREDIT CARDS.
www.mutualpropane.com

eric townsend AL’s KUBOTA TRACTOR, INC

A CONTRACTOR FOR

Windows ¢ Doors ¢ Lumber ¢ Decking
Siding ¢ Drywall ¢ Concrete ¢ Roofing

RENTALS

54200 Maranatha Dr., Idyllwild
(Just past the Fire Station)

(951) 659-4239

COMPLETE PERSONAL SERVICE

construction co. SALES AND SERVICE
decks * remodels * additions

garages & carports * screened rooms | | g Tractors ‘I’F_L Chainsaws =
“ _ . . L

Weedeaters =
m Construction 4 | Lawn Mowers m
Equipment Snow Throwers m

687 N. SAN JACINTO ST., HEMET

951-659 51 52 951.658.9471

E-mail: etownsend@greencafe.com
o . . STIHL - TORO - HONDA - HUSQVARNA - GRASSHOPPER - ECHO
Web site: www.er|c’fitc)_\;\s/gsg‘ndconstructlon.com WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL

m Backhoes
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Energy ethciency, insulation & attordability

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Local contractor Gregg
Williams of Rainbow Con-
struction suggests effective
weather-stripping as an im-
portant and cost-effective
step in saving money on en-
ergy costs. “Start with pro-
viding new or replacing in-
effective old weather-strip-
ping around windows and
under doors,” said Williams,
who suggested a palette of
potential improvements —
from less to more expensive
— that can save homeown-
ers money over time.

To help ensure that heat
is going where it is needed
when it is most needed, re-
place manual thermostats
with programmable digi-
tal thermostats that permit
one to program each day
or each week to exact needs
of residents. For instance, a
programmable thermostat
may be set to reduce heat
demands when residents go
to bed, and when they go
to work, when the home is
unoccupied — maximiz-
ing only those times when
occupants are at home and
awake. And as additional in-
surance and if possible, giv-
en the floor plan and con-
figuration of a house, heat
only those rooms necessary,
by closing off vents.

Next, Williams suggested
inspecting furnace filters
every 30 days and replacing
them if needed. Making cer-
tain that built-up particu-
late matter does not block

the filter ensures that the
maximum amount of air
that carries heat is flowing
through the filter at any one
time. Lightweight pleated
filters you can’t see through
have more surface area, be-
cause of the pleats, and al-
low more air and heat to
pass. They are also relatively
inexpensive to replace on
the order of three for $10,
according to Williams.
Next, Williams recom-
mends insulating attics, and
if the house is constructed
with crawlspace under the
first floor, insulating under
the floor as well. “If the floor
is cold, you're cold, and you
turn on more heat to com-
pensate,” said Williams. “If
it’s possible to insulate un-
der your flooring, that will
keep your floor warmer, and
overall energy cost down.”
Although some manufac-
turers suggest solar fans for
attics to draw out built-up
heat in the summer, Wil-
liams does not think them
necessary in our climate.
“It usually doesn’t get hot
enough here to merit that
expense,” said Williams. “Just
insulate the attic and make
sure there are vents on both
ends of the attic to allow
built-up heated air to escape
in the summer.” In choosing
insulation, Williams recom-
mends the highest “R” factor
rating for the insulation.
“With an older cabin, if
you do any remodeling that
requires replacing or build-
ing a wall, insulate that wall
on both sides,” he suggested.

And for maximum ef-
fectiveness in older homes,
if the money is available
to do so, Williams recom-
mends replacing all single-
pane windows with dual- or
triple-pane windows, and
opening up and insulating
all walls. “If you can afford
it and you have single-pane
windows, the new [multiple
pane] ones are incredibly ef-
ficient and come with great
weather-stripping,” he said.

Lastly, if relying on a
fireplace for partial or total
home heating, a fireplace
insert, although expensive,
helps to maximize fire-
place efficiency. The self-
contained, freestanding
Ben Franklin type heating
stoves, especially those with
fans that kick in when heat
builds up to maximum lev-
els within the stove, are very

effective.

As part of
the American
Recovery and
Reinvestment
Act of 2009
(ARRA) signed
into law on
Feb. 18, 2009,
homeowners
can receive up
to $1,500 in
tax credits for
investments
in insulation,
exterior doors
and windows.

By maximiz-
ing a home’s efficiency, ho-
meowners can reduce utility
bills up to 20 percent. By be-
ing proactive on anticipating
energy needs and projecting
costs, homeowners will not
be blindsided by high utility
bills. Experts recommend

contacting an auditor to
conduct a home energy au-
dit. Visit energystar.gov to
locate an auditor. They also
recommend staying on top
of rising energy costs. Or-
ganizations like Alliance to
Save Energy, ase.org, offer
tools that project upcoming

energy costs in your state.
And finally, to know the
recommended “R” value for
insulation in your area visit
the U.S. Department of En-
ergy at doe.gov to consult a
table.

E-mail Marshall Smith at
marshall@towncrier.com.

Don
Reed
Painting
Fast

Reliable
Service

California State License #921154

991-659-0717 *

Residential « Re-Roof ¢ Repair ¢ Skylights
Family Owned & Operated e Serving Ildyllwild Since 1984
Quality Work With Over 24 Years Experience

Bl ¢+ Roofing (Company
Guan Gkl 954.306-8888

Worker’s Comp Insured + Lic. # 645462

Vickery Electrac

Lic. # 886864 CA C-10
44091 “D” Street, Hemet, CA 92544

= 71 point "Energy Squester Tune-Lp®

Furnace Tune-Up
Reg. $129 Now Just $69

20% OFF NEW HEATER INSTALL BY MENTIONING THIS AD
YOU GET:

= Heaoter Tune-up {Sovas on the gos bill)

» Higher Standards ~ Lower Cost
» Service A Repair
~ Commercial » Residential
A Industrial # New Construction

PANEL UPGRADES

Free Estimates

951-492-1923

= Carbon Monoxide Poitan Test
= Video Inspection of the furnoce
= Duct work inspection (Why heof ond cool the offic?)

= M Hr Emorgency 7 Doys o Woeok (We're Alwoys Opanl)
= 100% Sotisloction Guoronies

o OINE

Heating = Air Conditioning

Call Us Today! 1-800-7 70-3006




PAGE 6 - HOMES & LAND IMPROVEMENT - SPRING 2009

Save

Continued from page 3

Some even have a pause button to let you stop the water
while soaping or shampooing. Planet Green (planetgreen.
discovery.com) interns found that spending about $30 on
low-flow showerheads and faucets is estimated to save 45
out of 265 gallons of water typically used by a household
per day.

Marshall Smith can be reached at marshall@towncrier.
com.

When selecting a room's color scheme, take cues from
your own wardrobe and favorite objects.

Josh Whitney

659-2596

Complete Tree Care

Trimming & Removal
Fire Abatement

Fully Insured
Lic. # 637668

Funding for weatherizing homes

Riverside County has received more than $2 million in
federal funds to help residents weatherize their homes.

The Riverside County Community Action Partnership
helps homeowners and tenants with the cost of improve-
ments, including insulation, venting and window repairs.
The grant also helps residents purchase energy-efficient
appliances.

Making improvements to reduce heat loss or switch-
ing to low-energy appliances can make a huge difference
in a household’s utilities bill, said County Energy Manager
Godwin Aimua. Weatherized homes can save up to 20 per-
cent in utilities costs, according to a 2001 county study.

The program also can help residents pay their utility
bills. For more information on the program, call (951) 955-
6418 or visit communityaction.riversidedpss.org.

Home repair program for seniors
Riverside County offers a program called Senior Helplink
in partnership with the Economic Development Agency.
The program helps seniors and adults with disabilities get
minor and enhanced home repair.
For more information, call 1-800-510-2020.

Change smoke detector batteries

Riverside County Fire Department reminds residents to
annually check their smoke detectors’ batteries. Changing
batteries before the old ones run out and testing all smoke
detectors monthly can ensure you are warned in the event
of a household fire. A working smoke alarm can often pro-
vide the critical extra time people need to get out to safety.

KINTZ CONSTRUCTION

Large or small, our quality says it all

Bruce Kintz

Contractor License #297202-HIC

(951) 659-2743
(951) 288-0818 cen

54525 Lilac Lane
P.O. Box 223
Idyllwild, CA 92549

* Weatherization:
Energy efficient door & window replacements
e Pergo/Bamboo/Hardwood flooring
e On-Demand Water Heaters
* Alterations
* Additions
* Carports & Garages
e Patio Covers

GREEN BUILDER

donations.

Enjoy the Forest — Be Fire Safe

MAKE YOUR HOME SAFE FROM FIRE
WE CAN HELP FIRE ABATE YOUR PROPERTY

The Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council is a Nonprofit Public Corporation formed by
residents of the Hill to protect our communities from wildfire. We are funded by grants and

We currently have programs to financially assist property owners in meeting fire safety codes.
We can help you pay the cost of bringing your home into compliance with the 100-foot
defensible space law. If you would like help, contact our office at 659-6208.

MCFSC PURPOSE

* Educate the community on forest health and safety.
* Assist government agencies in fire prevention efforts.
» Reduce fuel levels through grant programs and volunteer work.

Fire

COUNCIL
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Which is healthier:

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Although carpet manu-
facturers will argue differ-
ently, the preponderance
of medical advice indicates
that wood flooring, ceram-
ic tile and even linoleum
minimize health concerns
for those with breathing-
related conditions such as
asthma, and reduce likeli-
hood of allergic reactions.

In a Feb. 25, 2009, Mayo-
Clinic.com article, clinic
allergy specialist James Li,
M.D. states that dust mites,
which commonly settle
into the weaves of carpets,
can act as asthma triggers,
and that replacing carpet
with hard flooring surfaces
such as vinyl, tile, or wood
“may be a helpful part of an
asthma treatment plan.”

On the other hand, a 10-
year study done in Sweden
in the 1970s comparing
allergy in carpeted rooms
versus those with hard-
wood flooring found that

allergy levels went up in
the rooms where carpet
had been removed since
there was nothing to trap
the circulation of dirt, dust
and contaminants float-
ing through the air. The
study concluded that with
prudent and regular deep
™ cleaning, carpet could be as
] healthy, if not more so, than
hardwood flooring.
| SmarterHomes.org.nz,
based in New Zealand, a
| country long a leader in
green/sustainable building,
recommends scrutiny of
any flooring material used
in a residence. Specifically
5 \ recommended are materi-
als that are durable, don’t
emit volatile organic com-
pounds (VOCs), can be re-
cycled, and are made from
sustainably sourced natural
materials or from recycled
materials.

VOCs are chemicals
commonly found in car-
pets, carpet backings, treat-
ments for stain resistance,
carpet glues, vinyl flooring,

FOREST

finishes such as polyure-
thane and paints, plastic
wallpapers, and reconsti-
tuted wood products such
as MDF (medium density
fiberboard) and particle-
board. At room tempera-
tures, VOCs become air-
borne and breathable, and
can have negative health
effects. Some VOCs have

. ) MASONRY CONTRACTOR
Lic. #573764

Charles B. Clayton

Owner

951 659-2803

P.O. Box 696, Idyliwild, CA 92549

carpet or hardwood flooring?

been linked to asthma.
SmarterHomes recom-
mends, in order to mini-
mize VOC exposure, using
carpet backings and pads
made of felt, natural latex
or jute; using water-based
or acrylic-based adhesives
for floor backing; seal any
engineered timbers such
See Flooring, next page

Everything you need
for your home or

LUMBER

Slnce 1949

your 2nd home!

Front row from left: Robyn Dry, Carli M. Nicols, Julia Adams, Jo Anna Bloom.
Back from left: Bob Waltz, Eric Slemme, Tim Gilbert.
Not pictured: Jim Adams, Jeff Adams, Janet Woods, Eddie Plascencia.

Mon.-Sat. 8 am-5 pm
Sun. 9 am-1 pm

P.O. Box 248
54200 Pine Crest

SUMMER FLOWERS e WINDOW GLASS ¢ PLUMBING ® HARDWARE
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Flooring

Continued from previous page

as plywood; and consider
flooring options that have
very low VOC emissions,
such as ceramic tiles, pol-
ished concrete and lino-
leum. And from an eco-

logical standpoint of waste
reduction, SmarterHomes
recommends using an in-
sulated concrete slab for
flooring — polished and
sealed — as the cleanest,
most VOC-free, most dura-
ble, and least maintenance-
intensive.

Heavy materials such as

SCE help for qualifying households

Southern California Edison (SCE) is offering a low-in-
come assistance program helping people replace refrigera-
tors 10 years or older; installing evaporative coolers; or
weatherizing homes.

SCE also is giving out four free compact fluorescent
light bulbs that are long life and low energy to qualifying
households. The program is available to homeowners or
apartment dwellers who meet the following standards:

* Household size, 1 to 2; maximum household income,
$15,200;

* Household size, 3; maximum household income,
$29,600; or

* Household size, 4; maximum household income,
$35,600.

Customers over age 60 and/or disabled may not have to
meet the income limits.

For more information, call SCE at 1-800-447-6620 or
visit the Web site (www.sce.com.Edison).

Doug Kelbert
Painting

- Interiors

- Exteriors

- Decks
Lacquer Finishing
- Glazing
- Tinting

Faux Finishes

References Provided
Lic. No. 892129
Bonded & Insured

Bus: (951) 663-9778 Fax: (951) 659-5002

concrete, stone and tiles
are durable and need little
maintenance over time.
Softer materials, such as
carpets and coverings made
from plant fibers, will not
last as long, need regular
deep cleaning to minimize
dust mite and allergen
collection, and will prob-
ably need replacement on a
more regular basis than du-
rable materials that could
last the lifetime of a home.

Cost should be figured
over a home’s lifetime. The
appearance of carpet being
initially cheaper does not
take into account the need
to replace it more regularly
than a “lifetime” hardwood
or ceramic tile floor.

Some advantages to car-
pet include underfoot com-
fort; cushioning for slips
and falls; less noise pollu-
tion; and natural insula-
tion, providing additional
warmth in cold seasons.
As disadvantages, loops in

patterned carpets can get
pulled, resulting in damage
and possible spot replace-
ment of the carpet — some-
thing made more difficult
by the patterns found on
the carpet. Olefin, poly-
propylene,  polyethylene
or polyolefin carpet soils
easily, which could require
additional =~ maintenance
and cleaning expense. And
in general, carpet is not as
long-lasting as hardwood
or tile.

Damaged hardwood
can be sanded and refin-
ished rather than replaced.
Damaged tiles can be re-
placed easily. Neither tile
nor hardwood collects and
stores as much dust, dust
mites, pollen, pet dander,
mold, mildew and other al-
lergens. Disadvantages of
hardwood include expan-
sion during periods of high
humidity and permanent
damage requiring replace-
ment from moisture leaks

Deborah Geisinger

from hot water heaters and
other accidental flooding.
Finally, there is the con-
sideration, when buying
or remodeling a home, to
investigate what is under
wall-to-wall carpeting. If
wood flooring, it could be

refinished, resulting in less
expense than buying new
carpeting and padding and
providing a far more du-
rable flooring material.

E-mail Marshall Smith at
marshall@towncrier.com.

ISA Certified Arborist WE-7755A
Biologist/Botanist UC Riverside

CA DPR Licensed Applicator QAL 34088
Riv Co Business License #024068

(991) 659-8710

Do you have valuable, specimen trees on your

property?

o Mature trees within 10 feet of your home with at
least a 12 inch diameter trunk
° Architectural modifications for trees, i.e. through

the center of a deck

o Less than 40 trees per acre or more than 10 feet
separation of tree canopies

LA License #/1/516 - C27, D49
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(888) MY-GROUND (888) 694-1686

WWw.my-ground.com

TREE and LANDSCAPE
CONSULTING & CaRE

This mini-checklist will help determine if your

investment trees need professional plant health care.

(1 Lack of an active 2-4 inch mulch layer within the first 6
feet of mature trees.

(11 Watering landscape with a timed irrigation system.

(1 Minimal and timely water and/or nutrient applications
lacking.

(1 Construction activities within 10 feet of desired trees.

(1 New construction, tree plantings, or terracing within 10
feet of mature trees.

(1 Exposed, cut or broken structural roots, trunk cavities or
bark wounds.

(1 Thinning crown, sticky residue or mushrooms under trees
or sap dripping down the trunk.

(1 Changes in original grade within 6 feet of mature trees
due to erosion, unstable slope or soil piled or built up.

Superior Quality JROM&] Service

I g a
IImperial

Moofing

On the Hill =0
since 1989

“We’ll roll out the red carpet for you.”

P —_

+ Residential + New Construction
- Commercial - Reroofs & Repairs
- Inspections & - Hot Builo-up

Certifications . Shower Pans

P.O. Box 390384, Anza 92539
License #579387

ODBNL+T7S3-0359

Windows

IDYLLWILD G
Specializing
in Energy-Saving
Dual-Glazed

Screens

Sdles & Installation
Replacement Glass e Mirrors e Skylights
Shower Enclosures ® Wardrobe Mirror Doors

¢ Sliding Fatio Doors @ Windows

Brian Boettcher ¢ PO Box 730
54821 N. Circle Dr. ® 659-5132 or 659-3741

(Unlicensed)
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Drought won’t stop deep freezes — protect pipes

By J.P. Crumrine
Assistant Editor

With the prolonged wet
periods we’ve had this win-
ter, many people, even some
full-time residents, have ex-
perienced frozen and pos-
sibly burst pipes. But even
when precipitation is not
falling, freezing tempera-
tures may create the same
results. To prevent domes-
tic flooding and alarming
water bills, the water dis-
trict general managers have
several recommendations
for protecting homes and
water systems.

The same message was
first and foremost on each
manager’s list. “I'll echo my
colleagues. Make sure peo-
ple shut water off whenever
they leave the Hill,” advised
Steve Erler, Fern Valley Wa-
ter District general manag-
er.

Each manager suggested
that homeowners inspect
their water pipes. Each
pipe, especially those ex-
posed to outside air, should
be insulated and wrapped.
Underground  plumbing,
if deep enough, should
be safe, according to Pine
Cove Water District Gen-
eral Manager Jerry Hol-
ldber. And Idyllwild Water
District General Manager
Terry Lyons stressed wrap-
ping outside faucets down
to the ground.

The inside of the house
should be inspected, too.
With no heat, pipes can still
freeze during a prolonged
temperature drop. Drain
the pipes and open faucets,
especially in the kitchen and
bathroom. There is envi-
ronmentally safe antifreeze,
which could be poured into
traps and toilets before
leaving, Holldber said.

The water heater could
be vulnerable, Lyons noted.
Both the cold and hot water
pipes should be insulated.
He also thought attention
should be given to turning
it off, if the house will be
vacant for an extended pe-
riod.

“Not only is it wasting
energy, but if a pipe breaks
or the tank leaks, it will go
dry. Then an empty tank is

still being heated and could
become a damaged water
heater,” Lyons said.

Checking the box where
the district and the resi-
dential systems meet is
another recommendation.
The valves in the box can
be insulated with sawdust
to keep them from freezing,
according to Lyons.

IWD sent a $4,000 bill
to a customer whose water
pipes broke a few winters
back.

“They used enough wa-
ter for 50 homes,” Lyons
stated.

If homeowners do not
live here or visit infrequent-
ly, it would be a good idea
to have someone check on
the house, Erler suggested.

J.P. Crumrine can be
reached at jp@towncrier.

Subscribe to the
Idyllwild Town
Crier today!
(951) 659-2145

In case of emergencies, customers may
call the following phone numbers:

Fern Valley Water District (951) 659-2200
(answering service after hours)

Idyllwild Water District (951) 659-2143

Pine Cove Water District (951) 659-2675;
(951) 294-8282 after business hours

Also, for general emergency information,
go to www.towncrier.com.
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* Home Improvement & Repair
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Since 1978
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BEDSPREADS « CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY
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=== CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE
OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

925-0220

2224 E. FLORIDA AVE. « HEMET ‘
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@]1 » Hang Light Fixtures, Ceiling Fans ']'r'“
‘]f « Install Extra Outlet Plugs |
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Providing education, training, and support in

A MDP offers CGERT (Community Emergency Response Team) training to all
San Jacnlo Mountain residents

A& MODP iz an all-wolunieer, citizen-basaed disaster preparedness and
response 501(c)3 organization

A MDP works closely with local agencies fo coordinale emergency
neighborhood operations

v MDP's volunteers are trained in safe, effective emergency response

A MDP manages eight (8) Disaster Aid Stations (DAS) which serve as
emergency neighborhood gathenng locabions and store supplies 1o ]
support MDP's volunteer Disaster Service Workers =

For information or to donate or volunteer call: 951.659.1938
or email: MDPldyllwild@gmail.com

When the next disaster strikes, EITERSS A
ARE YOU READY? ; : i

COMMUMNITY EMERGENC
RESPOMSE TEAM

MOUNTAIN DISASTER
PREPAREDNESS

disaster preparedness and response fo
residents of ldyliwild, Pine Cove, and
Mountain Cenfer.
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Chaney’s
Plumbing

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

DRAIN SERVICE ~ LERKS
REPIPES ~ TANKLESS WATER HEATERS
REMODELS ~ NEW CONSTRUCTION
VIDEO INSPECTIONS
DEPENDABLE & RELIABLE!

BONDED AND LICENSED

OWNER: RICK CHANEY
Lic. # 862139
Cell: (951) 534-1006
Home: (951) 659-8111

B A5 % BAKS

Idyllwild Carpet Cleaning
Professional Steam Carpet

and Furniture Cleaning
At Great Rates

Commercial * Residential
Rentals

(951) 303-7887

P.O. Box 3250
Idyllwild, CA 92549

Stan Harding
stanharding6439 @hotmail.com
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Owners must reduce vegetation around home

By Becky Clark
News Editor

The odds a person’s
home will be spared if
a wildfire strikes the
Idyllwild communities go
up dramatically if defen-
sible space is around the
structure.

To help protect homes
and to aid in fire suppres-
sion, property owners of
developed and undevel-
oped private land in the
mountains are required to
keep the amount of wildfire
fuel (vegetation) on their
properties at a minimum
year-round.

Specific laws were ad-
opted so property owners
know what is required.

Fire department person-
nel inspect properties usu-
ally in the spring and sum-
mer. If a property passes
inspection, the property
owner receives a notice of
compliance. In Idyllwild,
property owners are re-
quired to make their own
first inspection.

If property inspection
fails, the property owner re-
ceives a noncompliance no-
tice specifying what needs
to be corrected with about
amonth’s time to do so. On
the second inspection, if the
property fails again, a non-
compliance notice gives the
property owner about two
weeks to make corrections.

On the third inspec-
tion, if the property fails,
a CalFire or Idyllwild Fire
Department representative
issues the property owner
a citation and the issue is
turned over to Riverside
County Superior Court. In
Idyllwild, the fire depart-
ment may have a contractor
abate the property and then
bill the property owner for
the work.

To help protect homes
and keep people out of
courts, Riverside County
Fire Protection Ordinance
787 and Public Resources
Code 4291 appear below:

Within 0-100 feet of
structures located on, or
adjoining vacant parcels

+ Limb all established na-
tive trees, not ornamentals,
brush or chaparral, up 1/3

of their height or 7 feet,
whichever is less.

Within 10 feet of struc-
tures located on, or ad-
joining vacant parcels

*Clear pine needles,
weeds and duff to mineral
soil.

* Remove flammable
chaparral (like manzanita
and chamise) and dead
trees.

* Remove live or dead
tree branches within 10 feet
of a chimney or stovepipe.

* Remove dead or dying
tree branches that touch
or overhang a structure.
(Idyllwild ~ Fire recom-
mends that live branches
fitting this category also be
removed.)

Within 10-100 feet of
structures located on, or

adjoining vacant

parcels

*Remove dead trees.
(Riverside County rules

state a maximum stump
height of 12 inches.)

+Cut dead grass
weeds to ground level.
« All pine needles, for-
est litter, weeds and duff
should not exceed a depth

Clearances

10’ zone

Clear pine needles, weeds and duff.

* Remove flammable chaparral and

dead trees.

* Remove any tree branches within 10

feet of a chimney.

* Remove tree branches overhanging

structure.

100’ zone or to the property line,

whichever is less

* Remove dead trees.
* Cut dead grass and weeds to ground

level.

+ Clear the ground surrounding any
dead tree to mineral soil 10 feet in all

directions.

» All pine needles, forest litter, weeds
and duff should not exceed a depth of

2 inches.

* Keep the distance between brush and

chaparral equal to the width of the
widest adjacent plant. Remove dead

native chaparral plants and dead limbs

and twigs from the remaining plants.

* Limb all established native trees, not

ornamentals, brush or chaparral, up

1/3 of their height or 7 feet, whichever

is less.

and

of 2 inches.

+ Keep the distance be-
tween brush and chaparral
equal to the width of the

See Abatement, next page

Scale: 1/4” = 10’
£10°
Chimney
100’ zone
|: House
100’
10’ zone
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Abatement
Continued from previous page

widest adjacent plant. Re-
move dead native chaparral
plants and dead limbs and
twigs from the remaining
plants.

* Clear the ground sur-
rounding any dead tree all
the way down to the min-
eral soil at least 10 feet in
all directions.

Other requirements for
developed parcels

+ Clear structure roofs
of leaves, pine needles or
other dead material.

+ Cover chimney open-
ings with 1/2-inch or less
mesh wire screen. (Ex-
cessively small mesh may
cause clogging.)

* Remove piles of flam-
mable waste in yards, va-
cant lots or open space.
Waste includes plant trim-
mings, grass, weeds, con-
struction debris, rubbish
or litter.

» Post street addresses
clearly visible from the
public street in numbers at
least 3 inches high.

+ Clear private easements
for fire equipment access.

« Cover firewood piles
within 10 feet of a house or
under a deck with a tarp.
Stacking firewood against
a house is not recommend-
ed. Firewood may also be
stored in a covered shed.

e Clear weeds, brush,
trash or other combustible
materials a minimum of 10
feet in all directions from
all propane tanks or con-
tainers.

* Owners of unimproved
property will provide fire
clearance for adjacent
neighbors if the adjacent
property includes a struc-
ture and if that structure is
within 100 feet of the com-
mon property line.

*From 10 to 100 feet
from structures and for
mulching purposes, ho-
meowners can chip and
spread cut woody materi-
als over the ground — no
more than 2 inches deep —
for soil erosion protection
and to prevent the growth
of annual grasses.

Becky Clark can be
reached at itc@towncrier.
com.

Tips for keeping your home sate from wildfires

By Marshall Smith
Staff Reporter

Experts in fire protection
recommend a simple ap-
proach to increasing your
home’s likelihood of surviv-
ing a wildfire: Begin work
in, on and close to the house
and work outward.

In and on the home:

+ Replace existing siding
with  fire-resistant siding
(class IIT or better), if pos-
sible.

« If not possible, annually
inspect combustible siding,
such as wood panels and
clapboard for gaps, mak-
ing sure they're filled with
a high-quality caulk to pre-
vent hot embers from taking
up residence and beginning
to burn.

+ Consider installing resi-
dential sprinklers.

+ Enclose the underside of
eaves, balconies and above-
ground decks with fire-resis-
tant materials.

* Replace single-pane with
dual- or triple-pane win-

dows. “With dual pane win-
dows, the outer pane protects
the inner pane,” said Stephen
Quarles, University of Cali-
fornia Extension wood du-
rability advisor. “The inner
pane heats up more slowly
and uniformly and, there-
fore, may not break even
though the outer pane does.”

+ Use tempered glass,
which is much stronger than
regular glass.

+ Consider adding a low-
emissivity (Low-E) coating
to your windows to help
them reflect infrared and ul-
traviolet light and heat rays.

+ Consider affixing metal
shutters that swing in to
protect your windows in a
wildfire. Fire experts state
that metal shutters could
add another 10 to 20 min-
utes of survival time to your
windows, all that might be
necessary to keep them from
breaking and admitting em-
bers.

+ Make sure that electric
service lines, fuse boxes and
circuit breaker panels are
installed and maintained as

prescribed by code.

+ Ensure that your roof
has the highest ignition re-
sistant grade (Class A) of
compositional material: as-
phalt shingles, slate, clay tile,
and metal offer the best pro-
tection. “The importance of
the roof covering cannot be
overstated,” said Quarles.

« Cover exterior attic, sof-
fit and underfloor vents with
metal wire mesh, no larger
than 1/8 of an inch. This
will help, in the event of fire,
to keep sparks from enter-
ing your home. “We know
that vents offer an easy entry
point for burning embers
and flames,” said Quarles.
“Embers that slip through
attic vents can ignite debris
and items stored there, and
subsequently  construction
materials, setting the house
ablaze”

+ Assure you have a source
of water. The most effective
way to do this is to have a
storage tank on the property
with a rolled-up garden hose
attached to an outside con-
nection of the tank.

PERFORMANCLE
PUMPING

< Septic Certifications <

< Septic Pumping <=

< [each Systems
Repair & Replacements <

< Backhoe & Dumptruck <

< Video Pipe Inspection & Repair =

< New Construction <

Toll Free 1-866-860-6532
Fax (951) 927-4268
Cell (951) 830-3529

Fully Licensed and Bonded

C-42 License # 799834 <

Brad Hamby, Owner

Outside the home:

+ Create defensible space
of 100 feet around your
home.

+ Create a lean, clean and
green zone by removing all
flammable vegetation with-
in 30 feet immediately sur-
rounding your home.

+ Remove all vegetation
beneath large trees.

+ Limb up trees to 12 feet
above the ground.

+ Landscape, if you must,
with fire-resistant plants.

+ Stack woodpiles at least
30 feet from all structures.

* Remove dead vegetation,
dry grass, leaves and tree
branches, and don’t forget
to regularly check roofs and
gutters to remove pine nee-
dles and other vegetation.

As wildfire approaches:
¢ Transfer heirlooms, di-

saster packs, pets (in car-
riers if possible, since even
the most highly trained can
become skittish in an emer-
gency) and family members
into a car when ordered by
fire officials to evacuate and
evacuate only along the pre-
scribed route or routes.

* Remove flammable fur-
niture from the yard and
deck, either indoors or at
a greater distance from the
house.

+ Close all windows and
doors, leaving doors un-
locked.

+ Move furniture and
combustible draperies away
from windows.

+ Shut off the main pro-
pane or gas line to the
house.

E-mail Marshall Smith at
marshall@towncrier.com.

Rake, Haul,

We Do It All!
Just Give Us A Call -

659-YARD or
cell (951) 206-1003

Rain G TS

Quality Protection For Your Home &
Landscaping Since 1987

Now is the time to
clean out and repair
your gutters.

1-800-395-7599 ¢ (951) 925-6615
www.rainbowgutterco.com

Lic. # 733817



Jim Crandall
Underline


PAGE 12 - HOMES & LAND IMPROVEMENT - SPRING 2009

—_—

nierl iretil &

-

=]

COMPONENTS

Flame & Ember Resistant Vents
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* Patent pending overlapping baffle design compliant with new California Ch7a Building Code
* 20 year limited warranty

* Safety vents reduce the risk of fire due to direct flame and flying embers

* Reduce risk of damage due to wind driven rain or snow

* Comparable NFVA to conventional vent designs - independently tested and certified

e Complete line of flame & ember resistant vents

Fire Tested

Gable EndVent —

Soffit Vent
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e
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Brandguard Soffit — Fire Resistant Conventional Soffit — Fire Entry
Which vent do you want on your home or business? ||
e E;:";:f For mor.e in.formatiOfl visit Www.omonierlifetile.com
% ndguard Vents For purchasing information call Christy Hager at 909.821.2562
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