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Idyllwild’s #1 Real Estate Company
YEAR AFTER YEAR
www.lovethehill.com

MLS

REAL ESTATE

Top row, Shane Stewart-Broker (center).
Log Cabin Office: Linda Allen, Jim Palmer, 

Bill Sperling, Ron Schingo.
2nd row, North Circle Office: 

Jim Billman, Trischa Clark, Maggie Morphett, 
Marge Muir, Ashley Stewart, Steve Taylor.

3rd row, Village Center Office: 
Gary Budnick, Pete Capparelli, Dora Dillman, 

Sharon Laskin, Bobbie McDonough, 
Joe McNabb.

4th row, Village Center Office (continued): 
Nick Novosad, Emily Pearson, Tiffany Raridon, 

Lucie Stenseth, Christina Stewart, Sheila Zacker.

Decades of 
Quality Service 

North Circle Office – 54295 N. Circle Dr.
(951) 659-2125 • (800) 760-2816

Village Center Office – 54274 N. Circle Dr.
(951) 659-3425 • (866) 680-3425

Log Cabin Office – 54230 N. Circle Dr.
(951) 659-4673 • (800) 760-1884

HILLTOP
REALTYA MOUNTAIN TRADITION Est. 1972

A subsidiary of Idyllwild Realty

53660 Highway 74
Mountain Center, CA 92561
Located on the corners of Scenic 

Highways 74 and 243.
“Metropolitan Close. Seems Like A 

Million Miles Away!”

Come to the Professionals
www.hilltoprealty.com

951.659.4025
888.675.4025 

Larry Bischof &
Myrna MangioneMLS

WE CAN SHOW OR SELL ANY 
HOME OR LOT ON “THE HILL.”
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54111 Village Center Dr.
(near the Post Office)

“Your Supermarket
on the Hill”

Come on in and check out 
our weekly specials.

Serving the local community  
and all its visitors since 1982.

Fresh Baked Bread
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THE RUSTIC
 MOVIE THEATRE

The Rustic has a wide selection of video rentals from 
old favorites to the latest new releases, foreign 

and independent films in VHS and DVD. 
Open daily ’til 9 p.m. Don’t forget to ask about 

our popcorn/movie special!  

CALL FOR CURRENT 
MOVIE INFO

Daily Movie Times
Mon. - Fri. 7 p.m.

Sat. & Sun. *2 p.m., 4:30 p.m. & 7 p.m. 

General Admission $8.00 • Senior, Child & *Matinée $5.50

54290 N. Circle Drive • www.therustic.com
(951) 659-2747

Enjoy the newly 
renovated Rustic 
Theatre providing 
a cozy lounge, 234 
seats, new sound 

system, a/c, heating 
and full snack bar. 
Come enjoy a show 

at The Rustic!
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Welcome to the Mountain

I dyllwild Magazine & Visitor’s Guide is your 
directory to having  fun on the mountain 

— whether that’s relaxing, strolling throughout the 
village or enjoying adventure in the wilderness. This 
guide is chock full of who, what and where to get 
you there. An abundance of events are listed in the 
Calendar on pages 8-10 in this issue. And don’t miss 
the Idyllwild Arts Calendar on page 36. This is a 
busy community. There’s always something fun to 
do in Idyllwild. 
 Whatever isn’t listed here most likely is in 
the weekly Town Crier newspaper, available at 
newsstands throughout the mountain communities 
and by subscription. An abundance of local and 
tourist information is online at www.towncrier.com.
We hope you visit us again very soon. Below is our 
featured community service club.

S ince 1956, the Idyllwild Garden Club has 
enjoyed enhancing the natural beauty of 

Idyllwild. You may have noticed some of our 
endeavors in various parts of town, including the 
area around the Idyllwild monument, a dozen 
barrels of colorful fl owers next to businesses in The 
Fort and along North Circle Drive, the Idyllwild 
Area Historical Society grounds, the daffodils 
blooming in front of the Town Crier, and our latest 

project of weeding and adding color to the parking 
lot of Strawberry Creek Shopping Center.
 One of the club’s favorite projects, Idyllwild 
School’s Junior Garden Club, introduces students 
to growing fl owers and vegetables and working with 
nature to create a beautiful native habitat for our 
local birds and butterfl ies.  The club also gives an 
annual scholarship to a student who plans to pursue 
a career in a related fi eld.
 If you enjoy being inspired by other people’s 
gardens, mark your calendar for June 30, our annual 
and always popular Home Garden Tour. For more 
information, call me at (951) 659-8339.

Becky Clark
Publisher-Editor

Idyllwild Magazine 
& Visitor’s Guide

Town Crier newspaper
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For Everyone’s Safety: “Slower traffi c use turnouts”
The scenery is beautiful but the drive may be a bit daunting. So if you need to pace yourself when 
driving in the mountains, please use courtesy when faster vehicles are following and pull over in 
the turnout areas provided for you.

Driving Distances From Idyllwild
Banning (via Hwy. 243)  22 miles
Escondido (via Hwy. 371)  68 miles
Hemet (via Hwy. 74)   25 miles
Long Beach (via Hwy. 243)  103 miles
Los Angeles (via Hwy. 243)  100 miles
Orange County (via Hwy. 243)  93 miles
Palm Desert (via Hwy. 74)  47 miles
Palm Springs (via Hwy. 243)  47 miles
Riverside (via Hwy. 243)  51 miles
San Bernardino (via Hwy. 243)  57 miles
San Diego (via Hwy. 371)  114 miles
San Fernando Valley (via Hwy. 243)  121 miles
Santa Monica (via Hwy. 243)  117 miles
Temecula (via Hwy. 371)    48 miles

Where is Idyllwild?
 Idyllwild, an oasis of sanity in Southern 
California, is less than one hour from Palm 
Desert, Hemet, Anza or Banning, and has no 
traffi c backups on the way.
 Each of the routes to Idyllwild is scenic and 
unique.
 Idyllwild nestles in the San Jacinto 
Mountains. This southern, isolated section of 
the San Bernardino National Forest, a forest 
that includes Big Bear and Lake Arrowhead, 
also encompasses the Santa Rosa Mountains 
close by.
 Idyllwild was once the summer home of the 
Cahuilla Indians.

On the cover
A snowy scene in 
Pine Cove, just 
north of Idyllwild, 
captured by former 
Idyllwild Staff  
Photographer 
Michael Erlich.

Joy Woodman
President
Idyllwild

Garden Club

Idyllwild
Magazine &  Visitor’s Guide
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Himalayan Treasures

cultural art • music • furniture • jewelry
spiritual items from the Himalayas

Kirat Treks Adventure Travel
www.kirattreks.com

54200 North Circle Dr. 
Across from the Fort
Take a stroll down our 

boardwalk and take 
home a remembrance 

of your stay in Idyllwild 
from one of our unique 
shops, or just relax and 

enjoy yourself in our 
tranquil picnic area.
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Calendar of Events
Key: Event name, day(s), 

time, location.
Also see page 36 for 

Idyllwild Arts events.

Biff Bonnar & the Snotty Bas-
tards, 6th, 6pm, Café Aroma.

Sandii Castleberry (Folk), 7th, 
6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Tom McNeary & Noses that 
Run, 7th, 6pm, Café Aroma.

Dottie Goldfarb (Violin), 7th, 
6:30-8pm, The Bread Basket.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 7th, 
9pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 8th, 9am; 
Manage Trios, 1pm; Tom 
Hines & the Back Scratch-
ers, 6pm, Café Aroma.

Jr. Naturalist Program, for 
ages 7-12, 8th, 10am-noon, 
Idyllwild Nature Center.

Saturday Morning Art Café, 
8th , 10am-noon, Baker 
Woodworks.

Change Required, 8th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Roger Friend (Drum Circle), 
8th, 1-4pm; Ernesto Alé 
(Classical Guitar), 6-9pm, Java 
Lounge.

Live Music, 8th, 6-9pm, La 
Casita.

Della Rose (Harp), 8th, 6:30-
8pm, The Bread Basket.

24-Hour World Peace Sit, 
8th-9th, 8am-8am, Yokoji Zen 
Mountain Center.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Gui-
tar), 9th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games , 11am; Rumble 
Chicken, 1pm; Celebrate 
Grandparents Day With 
Skeleton Crew, 6pm, Café 
Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 9th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Della Rose (Harp), 9th, noon, 
The Bread Basket.

EarthWitness Benefit Con-
cert, Ar thur Kennedy & 
Local Color, 9th, 12:30pm, 
Yokoji Zen Mountain Center.

Children’s Storytime, 10th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Brian Martin Returns, 10th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 11th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Wayne Johnston & Friends, 
12th, 6pm, Café Aroma.

Flamodical Romantica, 13th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Paul Carman & Marshall 
Hawkins (Jazz), 14th, 6-9pm, 
Java Lounge.

Sandii Castleberry, 14th, 6pm, 
Café Aroma.

Dottie Goldfarb (Violin), 14th, 
6:30-8pm, The Bread Basket.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 14th, 
9pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

Saturday Morning Art Café, 
15th, 10am-noon, Artspresso.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 15th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Idyllwild Area Historical So-
ciety’s 7th-annual Historic 
Home Tour, 15th, 10am-4pm, 
begins at the Tree Monument 
site in the center of town.

The Mike Lowe Band, 15th, 
noon-5pm, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Live Music, 15th, 1-4pm; Er-
nesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Tom McNeary With Den-
tal Floss, 15th, 6pm, Café 
Aroma.

Live Music, 15th, 6-9pm, La 
Casita.

Della Rose (Harp), 15th, 6:30-
8pm, The Bread Basket.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
16th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am; Kevin Danzig, 
1pm; Bill Saitta & the Psy-
chotics of Jazz, 6pm, Café 
Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 16th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Della Rose (Harp), 16th, noon, 
The Bread Basket.

Children’s Storytime, 17th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Biff Bonnar & the Not-So-
Snotty Bastards, 17th, 6pm, 
Café Aroma.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 18th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Tom McNeary & the Tank 
Tops,  19th , 6pm, Café 
Aroma.

Brian Martin Comes Back 
Again, 20th, 6pm, Café 
Aroma.

Rumble Chicken, 21st, 6pm, 
Café Aroma.

John King & Friends (Folk), 
21st, 6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Dottie Goldfarb (Violin), 21st, 
6:30-8pm, The Bread Basket.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 21st, 
9pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 22nd, 
9am; Robert Earl Longley, 
1pm; Tom Hines, 6pm, Café 
Aroma.

Saturday Morning Art Café, 
22nd, 10am-noon, Flying Pig-
ments Studio.

The Mike Lowe Band, 22nd, 
noon-5pm, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Bluegrass Jam, 22nd, 1-4pm; 
Ernesto Alé (Classical Gui-
tar), 6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Live Music, 22nd, 6-9pm, La 
Casita.

Della Rose (Harp),22nd,  
6:30-8pm, The Bread Basket.

24 Hours of Adrenalin moun-
tain bike race, 22nd, Hurkey 

Creek Campground.
Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 

23rd, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am; Bill Saitta, 
1pm; Happy Birthday Herb 
Jeffries, 6pm, Café Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 23rd, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Della Rose (Harp), 23rd, noon, 
The Bread Basket.

Children’s Storytime, 24th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Sandii Castleberry, 24th, 6pm, 
Café Aroma. 

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 25th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Wayne Johnston & the 
Adrenaline Junkies, 26th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Flamodical Romantica, 27th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Beat Poetry, 28th, 6-9pm, Java 
Lounge.

Skeleton Crew, 28th, 6pm, 
Café Aroma.

Dottie Goldfarb (Violin), 28th, 
6:30-8pm, The Bread Basket.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 28th, 
9pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

Open Mic, 29th, 1-4pm, Java 
Lounge.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 29th, 
9am; Flamodical Romantica, 
1pm; Vic Moraga, 6pm, Café 
Aroma.

Vic Moraga, 29th, noon-5pm, 
Jo’An’s Restaurant & Bar.

Friends of the San Jacinto 
Mountain County Parks 
Semi-annual Meeting, 29th, 
5:30pm, Idyllwild Nature 
Center.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
29th, 6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Live Music, 29th, 6-9pm, La 
Casita.

Della Rose (Harp), 29th, 6:30-
8pm, The Bread Basket.

Oktoberfest, 29th-30th, noon-

4pm, weekends, Oma’s Eu-
ropean Restaurant & Bakery. 
(Through Oct. 14.)

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
30th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am; Kevin Danzig, 
1pm; Skeleton Crew, 6pm, 
Café Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 30th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Della Rose (Harp), 30th, noon, 
The Bread Basket.

October
Children’s Storytime, 1st, 

10:30am, Idyllwild Library.
Oktoberfest, 1st-14th, noon-

4pm, weekends, Oma’s Euo-
rpean Restaurant & Bakery. 
(Also Sept. 29-30.)

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 2nd, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Living Free Benefit, 5th, noon-
7pm, Paradise Corner Café.

Sandii Castleberry (Folk), 5th, 
6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 5th, 
9pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 6th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Vic Moraga, 6th, noon-5pm, 
9pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

Living Free Benefit, noon-7pm, 
Paradise Corner Café.

Sandii Castleberry (Folk), 6th, 
1-4pm; Ernesto Alé (Clas-
sical Guitar), 6-9pm, Java 
Lounge.

Art Alliance of Idyllwild’s 
10th-annual Art Walk & 
Wine Tasting, 6th, 2-5pm, 
member galleries.

Live Music, 6th, 6-9pm, La 
Casita.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Gui-
tar), 7th, 9am-noon; Chess 

Storytime at the library. PHOTO BY HALIE JOHNSON

September
The Unknown Jerome (Solo 

Guitar Serenade), 1st, 9am; 
Tom Hines Jazz Trio, 1pm; 
The Greg Jones Band, 6pm, 
Café Aroma.

Jr. Naturalist Program, for 
ages 7-12, 1st, 10am-noon, 
Idyllwild Nature Center.

Friends of the Idyllwild Li-
brary Book Sale, 1st, 10am-
2pm, Idyllwild Library.

Idyllwild Area Historical So-
ciety Ice Cream, Social, 1st, 
11am-2pm. Idyllwild Area 
Historical Society Museum.

Idyllwild Western Festival, 1st, 
11am-10pm, Between Jo’An’s 
& The Fort.

Vic Moraga, 1st, noon-5pm & 
9pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

Sandii Castleberry (Folk), 1st, 
1-4pm; Ernesto Alé (Clas-
sical Guitar), 6-9pm, Java 
Lounge.

Labor Day Barbecue, 1st, 
4-8pm, American Legion 
Post 800.

Della Rose (Harp), 1st, 6:30-
8pm, The Bread Basket.

Art Alliance of Idyllwild’s 6th-
annual Plein Air Art Festival, 
1st-2nd, time TBA. The Rain-
bow Inn.

Labor Day Weekend Fam-
ily Fun, 1st-3rd, 9am-4:30pm, 
Idyllwild Nature Center.

Idyllwild Community Rec-
reation Council Pancake 
Breakfast Fund-raiser, 2nd, 
8am, Town Hall.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Gui-
tar), 2nd, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am; Idyllwild Po-
ets Society, 2:30pm; Bill Sait-
ta & the Mountain Mothers 
of Jazz, 6pm, Café Aroma.

Idyllwild Western Festival, 
2nd, 11am-5pm, Between 
Jo’An’s & The Fort.

Jerome Robinson, 2nd, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Della Rose (Harp), 2nd, noon, 
The Bread Basket.

Lions Club Labor Day Barbe-
cue, 2nd, 3-7pm, Town Hall.

Children’s Storytime, 3rd, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Two Micks & a Chick, 3rd, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 4th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Sandii Castleberry, 5th, 6pm, 
Café Aroma.
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Calendar of Events
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 7th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Children’s Storytime, 8th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 9th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Paul Carman & Marshall 
Hawkins (Jazz), 12th, 6-9pm, 
Java Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 12th, 
9pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 13th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Change Required, 13th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Roger Friend (Drum Circle), 
13th, 1-4pm; Ernesto Alé 
(Classical Guitar), 13th, 6-
9pm, Java Lounge.

Live Music, 13th, 6-9pm, La 
Casita.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
14th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 14th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Children’s Storytime, 15th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 16th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

John King & Friends (Folk), 
19th, 6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 19th, 
9pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 20th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Mountain Quilters Quilt 
Show, 20th , 9am-4pm, 
Idyllwild School.

Live Music, 20th, noon-5pm, 
Jo’An’s Restaurant & Bar.

Live Music, 20th, 1-4pm; Er-
nesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Live Music, 20th, 6-9pm, La 
Casita.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
21st , 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 21st, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Children’s Storytime, 22nd, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 23rd, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Beat Poetry, 26th, 6-9pm, Java 
Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 26th, 
9pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 

Guitar Serenade), 27th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

The Mike Lowe Band, 27th, 
noon-5pm, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Living Free Benefit, 27th, 
1-3pm, The Gardens on El 
Paseo, Palm Desert.

Bluegrass Jam, 27th, 1-4pm, 
Java Lounge.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
27th, 6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Live Music, 27th, 6-9pm, La 
Casita.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
28th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 28th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Children’s Storytime, 29th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 30th, 
6pm, Café Aroma..

Idyllwild Great Pumpkin Car-
nival & Parade, 31st, North 
Circle Drive & Downtown 
Idyllwild.

November
Sandii Castleberry, 2nd, 6-

9pm, Java Lounge.
Kat & Co. Karaoke, 2nd, 

8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 3rd, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Sandii Castleberry, 3rd,  1-
4pm; Ernesto Alé (Classical 
Guitar) Java Lounge.

Live Entertainment, 3rd, 
10pm-2am, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar. 

Ernesto Alé (Classical Gui-
tar), 4th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Children’s Storytime, 5th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 6th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Paul Carman & Marshall 
Hawkins, 9th, 6-9pm, Java 
Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 9th, 
8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 10th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Drum Circle, 10th, 1-4pm, Er-
nesto Alé (Classical Guitar) 
6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Live Entertainment, 10th, 
10pm-2am, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
11th , 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Veteran’s Day Observation, 

11th, 11am, American Legion 
Post 800.

Children’s Storytime, 12th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 13th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Folk Sensei, 16th, 6-9pm, Java 
Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 16th, 
8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 17th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Live Entertainment, 17th, 1-
4pm; Ernesto Alé (Classical 
Guitar), 6-9 Java Lounge.

Live Entertainment, 17th, 
10pm-2am, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
18th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Children’s Storytime, 19th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 20th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Poetry, 23rd, 1-4pm, Ernesto 
Alé (Classical Guitar), 6-9pm, 
Java Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 23rd, 
8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 24th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Harvest Festival of Arts & 
Crafts, Idyllwild Rotary, 23rd-
24th, 10am-5pm, Town Hall.

Bluegrass Jam, 24th, 1-4pm; 
Ernesto Alé  (C las s i ca l 
Guitar), 6-9 Java Lounge 
Idyllwild.

Christmas Tree Lighting 
Ceremony, Soroptimist In-
ternational of Idyllwild, 24th, 
4pm, Caroling & Lighting; 
Kids’ Corner, 1-3pm, Center 
of town.

Live Entertainment, 24th, 
10pm-2am, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
25th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Children’s Storytime, 26th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 27th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Open Mic Night, 30th, 6-9pm, 
Java Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 30th, 
8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

December
The Unknown Jerome (Solo 

Guitar Serenade), 1st, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Sandii Casttleberry, 1st, 1-
4pm; Ernesto Alé (Classical 
Guitar), 6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Live Entertainment, 1st , 
10pm-2am, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Gui-
tar), 2nd, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Children’s Storytime, 3rd, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 4th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Idyllwild School Charles Dick-
ens Eassy & Poster Contest 
Awards Presentation, 7th, 
1pm, Idyllwild School.

Sandii Castleberry, 7th, 6-9pm, 
Java Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 7th, 
8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 8th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Drum Circle, 1-4pm; Ernesto 
Alé (Classical Guitar) 8th, 6-
9pm, Java Lounge.

“An Evening With Charles 
Dickens & Henry Wad-
sworth Longfellow,” Olde 
English Theatre performance 
to benefit the Friends of the 
Idyllwild Library, 8th, 4pm, 
The Rustic Theatre.

Live Entertainment, 8th, 
10pm-2am, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Gui-
tar), 9th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Children’s Storytime, 10th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 11th, 
6pm, Café Aroma. 

Paul Carman & Marshall 
Hawkins, 14th, 6-9pm, Java 
Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 14th, 
8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 15th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Live Entertainment, 15th, 1-
4pm; Ernesto Alé (Classical 
Guitar), 6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Live Entertainment, 15th, 
10pm-2am, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
16th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Children’s Storytime, 17th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 18th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Folk Sensei, 21st, 6-9pm, Java 
Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 21st, 
8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 22nd, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

See Calendar, next page

Dickens and Twain shared the stage at the Rustic Theatre in December 2006. In 
December of 2007, Dickens will share the stage with Longfellow.
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Calendar of Events
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 7th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Children’s Storytime, 8th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 9th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Paul Carman & Marshall 
Hawkins (Jazz), 12th, 6-9pm, 
Java Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 12th, 
9pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 13th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Change Required, 13th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Roger Friend (Drum Circle), 
13th, 1-4pm; Ernesto Alé 
(Classical Guitar), 13th, 6-
9pm, Java Lounge.

Live Music, 13th, 6-9pm, La 
Casita.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
14th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 14th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Children’s Storytime, 15th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 16th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

John King & Friends (Folk), 
19th, 6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 19th, 
9pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 20th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Mountain Quilters Quilt 
Show, 20th , 9am-4pm, 
Idyllwild School.

Live Music, 20th, noon-5pm, 
Jo’An’s Restaurant & Bar.

Live Music, 20th, 1-4pm; Er-
nesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Live Music, 20th, 6-9pm, La 
Casita.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
21st , 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 21st, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Children’s Storytime, 22nd, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 23rd, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Beat Poetry, 26th, 6-9pm, Java 
Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 26th, 
9pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 

Guitar Serenade), 27th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

The Mike Lowe Band, 27th, 
noon-5pm, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Living Free Benefit, 27th, 
1-3pm, The Gardens on El 
Paseo, Palm Desert.

Bluegrass Jam, 27th, 1-4pm, 
Java Lounge.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
27th, 6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Live Music, 27th, 6-9pm, La 
Casita.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
28th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 28th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant & 
Bar.

Children’s Storytime, 29th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 30th, 
6pm, Café Aroma..

Idyllwild Great Pumpkin Car-
nival & Parade, 31st, North 
Circle Drive & Downtown 
Idyllwild.

November
Sandii Castleberry, 2nd, 6-

9pm, Java Lounge.
Kat & Co. Karaoke, 2nd, 

8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 3rd, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Sandii Castleberry, 3rd,  1-
4pm; Ernesto Alé (Classical 
Guitar) Java Lounge.

Live Entertainment, 3rd, 
10pm-2am, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar. 

Ernesto Alé (Classical Gui-
tar), 4th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Children’s Storytime, 5th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 6th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Paul Carman & Marshall 
Hawkins, 9th, 6-9pm, Java 
Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 9th, 
8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 10th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Drum Circle, 10th, 1-4pm, Er-
nesto Alé (Classical Guitar) 
6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Live Entertainment, 10th, 
10pm-2am, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
11th , 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Veteran’s Day Observation, 

11th, 11am, American Legion 
Post 800.

Children’s Storytime, 12th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 13th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Folk Sensei, 16th, 6-9pm, Java 
Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 16th, 
8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 17th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Live Entertainment, 17th, 1-
4pm; Ernesto Alé (Classical 
Guitar), 6-9 Java Lounge.

Live Entertainment, 17th, 
10pm-2am, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
18th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Children’s Storytime, 19th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 20th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Poetry, 23rd, 1-4pm, Ernesto 
Alé (Classical Guitar), 6-9pm, 
Java Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 23rd, 
8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 24th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Harvest Festival of Arts & 
Crafts, Idyllwild Rotary, 23rd-
24th, 10am-5pm, Town Hall.

Bluegrass Jam, 24th, 1-4pm; 
Ernesto Alé  (C las s i ca l 
Guitar), 6-9 Java Lounge 
Idyllwild.

Christmas Tree Lighting 
Ceremony, Soroptimist In-
ternational of Idyllwild, 24th, 
4pm, Caroling & Lighting; 
Kids’ Corner, 1-3pm, Center 
of town.

Live Entertainment, 24th, 
10pm-2am, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
25th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Children’s Storytime, 26th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 27th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Open Mic Night, 30th, 6-9pm, 
Java Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 30th, 
8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

December
The Unknown Jerome (Solo 

Guitar Serenade), 1st, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Sandii Casttleberry, 1st, 1-
4pm; Ernesto Alé (Classical 
Guitar), 6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Live Entertainment, 1st , 
10pm-2am, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Gui-
tar), 2nd, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Children’s Storytime, 3rd, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 4th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Idyllwild School Charles Dick-
ens Eassy & Poster Contest 
Awards Presentation, 7th, 
1pm, Idyllwild School.

Sandii Castleberry, 7th, 6-9pm, 
Java Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 7th, 
8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 8th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Drum Circle, 1-4pm; Ernesto 
Alé (Classical Guitar) 8th, 6-
9pm, Java Lounge.

“An Evening With Charles 
Dickens & Henry Wad-
sworth Longfellow,” Olde 
English Theatre performance 
to benefit the Friends of the 
Idyllwild Library, 8th, 4pm, 
The Rustic Theatre.

Live Entertainment, 8th, 
10pm-2am, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Gui-
tar), 9th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Children’s Storytime, 10th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 11th, 
6pm, Café Aroma. 

Paul Carman & Marshall 
Hawkins, 14th, 6-9pm, Java 
Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 14th, 
8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 15th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Live Entertainment, 15th, 1-
4pm; Ernesto Alé (Classical 
Guitar), 6-9pm, Java Lounge.

Live Entertainment, 15th, 
10pm-2am, Jo’An’s Restau-
rant & Bar.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
16th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Children’s Storytime, 17th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night, Paul Carman (Sax), 
Marshall Hawkins (Bass) & 
Barnaby Finch (Keys), 18th, 
6pm, Café Aroma.

Folk Sensei, 21st, 6-9pm, Java 
Lounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 21st, 
8pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant 
& Bar.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 22nd, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

See Calendar, next page

Dickens and Twain shared the stage at the Rustic Theatre in December 2006. In 
December of 2007, Dickens will share the stage with Longfellow.
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THE VILLAGE

Every year, folks gather ’round the largest Sequoia 
in the center of town, sing Christmas carols, drink 

hot chocolate, pose for pictures with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, and shop the area craft booths. At the end, 
the tree is illuminated by thousands of lights. This 
tree-lighting event can attract hundreds of tourists and 
locals, but it takes some pre-planning.
 Coordinator Diane Riggi has been orchestrating 
the event for years. She said the planning starts on a 
Saturday during the last weekend in October. “We 
all meet for breakfast and get it done,” she said. The 
Soroptimists of Idyllwild put up the multicolored 
lights, about 12 to 14 strands, that total about 1,000. 
Village Hardware supplies the lights every year, 
including replacements for lost or broken bulbs, and 
sometimes replaces the strands altogether.
 The 14 strands do not stay on the tree year-round, 
so Riggi relies on volunteer tree climbers like Ronny 
Pearson to reach the upper echelons of the tree located 
outside Jo’An’s Restaurant. The lights stay up during 
the holiday season, but come down the first week in 
January, she said. Part of the excitement is seeing all 
the lights come on at once, so Riggi and the other 
volunteers just give people a taste of what’s to come. 
One month before, only the star at the top of the tree 
is lit at night, usually from 5 to 9:30 p.m. 
 This year’s tree-lighting event is at 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 24, said Riggi, because it starts getting pitch dark 
an hour later. The streets are blocked off and people 
are milling around The Fort at that time, shopping at 
holiday craft booths. A kids’ Craft Corner begins at 
1 p.m. Riggi hands out sheets of popular Christmas 
carols, and everyone starts singing. Local musician 
Ken Dahleen provides the stage and sound system so 
that various individuals and choral groups can perform 
for the crowd, including the Children’s Choir and the 
Idyllwild Master Chorale. “We’ll accommodate anyone 
who wants to participate,” Riggi said. “The more the 
merrier, but we have to limit the program to one hour.”
 Sometime during the singing part of the program, 
Santa and Mrs. Claus (alias Mike and Emily Pearson) 
come riding up on an Idyllwild Fire ladder truck. They toss out 
candy for the children and then go inside The Fort to pose for 
pictures. All the area businesses participate, Riggi said, but what 
they do changes from year to year. “Mel Goldfarb from Idyllwild 
Pharmacy handed out candy canes to the kids for years, and 
the Rotary gives out hot chocolate and coffee,” she said. “The 
Idyllwild Chamber of Commerce supplies the electricity, which is 
attached to a bull cord and a spider box behind Jo’An’s.”
 Then at 4 p.m., the crowd hushes — in anticipation of the tree 
lighting. Riggi sings her solo, “Silent Night,” while the crowd joins 

in. Once the song is done, the tree is fully lit and everyone cheers. 
 Idyllwild’s tree-lighting ceremony attracts many tourists to 
Idyllwild during the holiday season, Riggi said. Depending upon 
the weather, as many as 1,000 attendees to as little as 300 have 
attended. “Weather has been mostly cool and moderate, but we’ve 
had pouring-down rain and bitter temperatures, too,” Riggi said. 
“We don’t cancel the program, but just move under the eaves of 
The Fort for shelter.”
 “It’s a great event for the entire family,” she added. “Children 
enjoy it the most, I think, especially when the sirens are blaring, 
and Santa and Mrs. Claus arrive on the ladder truck.” 

Sparking the Spirit of the Season
By Marcia E. Gawecki

PHOTO BY MICHAEL ERLICH
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Ph. (951) 659-5205
26290 Highway 243, Idyllwild, CA 92549

Closed Tuesday

Mexican Restaurant • Dine in the Pines
OPEN 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
54650 N. Circle Dr., Idyllwild 

659-6038 

OPEN DAILY

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
659-3506

54710 North Circle Drive

Specializing in European Food For American Taste

• Fresh Baked “from 
scratch” Breads

• Delicious, Wholesome 
Jomemade Meals

• Vegetarian Selections
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Arriba Mexican Restaurant 
owner Jose Huizar (left) and 
his longtime cook, Kiki Solario, 
prepared food for the grand  
reopening of the restaurant in 
August. The popular eatery had 
been closed for three years because 
of a fire.  PHOTO BY MARCIA E. GAWECKI

American Legion Post 800    • • •  • •  • • •  •  • 
54360 Marion View • 659-3517
Arriba Mexican Restaurant  • • • • • • •   • • •   •
Hwy. 243 & Pine Crest Ave. • 659-4960
Bread Basket Restaurant & Bakery  • • • • • • • • •  • • •  • 12
54710 N. Circle Dr. • 659-3506
Café Aroma  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 14, 33
54750 N. Circle Dr.  • 659-5212 
Café Rendezvous • •  • • • • • •   • • •   12
26290 Hwy. 243 • 659-5205
Cahuilla Café at Cahuilla Casino   • • • • •  •   • • •  • • 54
52702 Hwy. 371,  Anza • 763-1200 ext. 145
Candy Cupboard   •     •  •       • 
54250 N. Circle Dr. • 659-5502
Country Farms  •    •      •    • 27
25980 Hwy. 243 • 659-3434
Creek House  • •   • • • •  • • •  •   15
54905 N. Circle Dr.  • 659-0686 
Fairway Market   •    •  •    •    • 1
54111 Village Center Dr.  • 659-2737
Gary’s Deli   •  • •  • • •       • 
54423 Village Center Dr., #4. • 659-5600
Goodtimes Pub & Grill   • • • • • • • •   •  • • 
26245 Hwy. 243 • 
The Greek Place   •  • • • • • •   •    • 4, 14
54200 N. Circle Dr.  • 659-4540 
Hidden Village Chinese   •  • •  • • •   •    • 14
25840 Cedar St.  • 659-2712 
Idyllwild Cafe   • • •  • • •        • 
26600 Hwy. 243  • 659-2210
Idyllwild Pizza Co.   •  • • •  • • •  • •  • • 14
54391 Village Center Dr.  • 659-5900
Idyllwild Shell Cafe   • • •  • • •    •    • 15
Hwy. 243 & Ridgeview Dr.  • 659-3437
JavaLounge Idyllwild   • • • • • • • •    •  • • 12
54245 N. Circle Dr.  • 659-5282 
Jo’An’s Restaurant & Bar   • • • • • • •   • • • • • • 12
25070 Village Center Dr.  • 659-0295  
La Casita Mexican Rsetaurant   • • • • • • • • •  • • •  • 12
54650 N. Circle Dr.  • 659-6038
The Lumber Mill Bar & Grill   •   • •  • •   • • •  • • 
25985 Hwy. 243 • 659-0315 
Mountain Harvest Market   • • • • • • •        • • 15
54423 Village Ctr.  Dr., #3 • 659-4555
Mountain Top Liquor   •    •  •    •    • 
26005 Hwy. 243 • 659-2591
Nature’s Wisdom     • •  • • • •    • • • 15
54235 Ridgeview Dr. • 659-4300
Oma’s Restaurant & Bakery   • • •   • • • •  •  •  • 
54241 Ridgeview Dr. • 659-2979
Paradise Corner Café   • • • • • • •    • •   • 
61721 Hwy. 74, Garner Valley • 659-0730 
Pine Cove Market   •    •  •    •     
23235 Hwy. 243, Pine Cove • 659-2938
The Red Kettle   • • • • • • • •   •   • • 
54220 N. Circle Dr. • 659-4063 
Restaurant Gastrognome  • •  • • • • •   • •     15
54381 Ridgeview Dr. • 659-5055
Village Market   • • • • • • • •   •    • 34
26000 Hwy. 243 • 659-3169
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Dining, Nightlife & Dessert
Idyllwild’s area code is 951



14 Idyllwild Magazine & Visitor’s Guide, Winter 2007-08

Patio tables under pine trees

GOURMET PIZZA, PANINI, SALADS, 
SANDWICHES, MICROBREWS, 

VIDEO GAMES & MORE
(951) 659-5900
(Next to the Post Offi ce)
FOOD, FAMILY, FUN

PIZZA 
WITH ALTITUDE!
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Serving:
Steaks, Seafood,

Lamb, Duck,
Pastas, Lobster,
Lobster Tacos

Homemade Desserts
Cocktails

Since 1973

54381 Ridgeview Dr.
659-5055

www.gastrognome.com

26128 Hwy 243 • (951) 659-3437 
Pre-Order It’s Faster!

Idyllwild Shell Burgers

Gigantic Breakfast Burritos!
Quickest Service on the Hill! • Colossal Burgers!

“Best Grilled Burger on the Hill”

Idyllwild Shell
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JoAnn Graham - 
Certified Senior Escrow Officer/Mgr.

Amerika Brown - Escrow Assistant and 
Sue Westfall - Escrow Assistant

Professional Quality 
ESCROW SERVICE

54545 N. Circle Dr. • (951) 659-1910

WEST COAST
    ESCROW

First in People   First in Service

Over 30 years of combined Escrow Experience.

Gourmet Foods

OPEN 7 DAYS (951) 659-3434

` Dried Fruits & Dates ` Honey & Olives
` Nuts & Candy ` Coffee, Teas & Spices
` Wine & Cheese ` Fruit Baskets to Order

Something For Everyone
Center of Town • 25980 Hwy 243

` Date Shakes

EWI Design Services
 Design Center/Showroom

Diann Gibson allied member ASID
CEO/President of Design

82-735 Miles Avenue
Indio, CA 92201

Phone: (760) 702-2652           FAX: (760) 342-2656
E-mail: designinglady@eaglewatchinc.com

COMPOST BINS

$5O
BIOSTACK

$12
PRESTO

$65
WORM BIN

Bins Available for Purchase by Riverside County Residents Only
Payment by check only.

Prices good through 6/30/08
Riverside County Waste Management Department

14310 Frederick St., Moreno Valley, CA 92553
(951) 486-3200 • www.rivcowm.org



  Idyllwild Magazine & Visitor’s Guide, Winter 2007-08 17



18 Idyllwild Magazine & Visitor’s Guide, Winter 2007-08

FOR RESERVATIONS, Please Call
(951) 659-4789 TOLL FREE 877-659-4789
E-mail: innkeeper@cedarstreetinn.com
Web: www.cedarstreetinn.com

25870 Cedar Street, Idyllwild, California 92549
“Under New Management”

On-site spa & massage treatments
Retreats • Conferences

• Theme rooms with fireplaces — queen 
& king beds, cable TV, private 
entrances & baths

• Private cabins for 2-4 persons 
 including Jacuzzi/spa

• Centrally located — walk to village, 
hiking trails and Strawberry Creek

• Recipient of “The Essence of Idyllwild 
Award”

Cedar Street Inn & Spa
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Alderwood Cabins  Under $100-$200 •  2  • •  •  • • •      • •    26
25690 Alderwood St. • 659-3571 
Alhatti Private Christian Resort  $201-$300+ •   • • • •   • •   200 • •  • •  • • 24
23551 Hwy. 243 • 659-2066 
Atipahato Lodge  Under $100-$200   1+ • •  •   • • •  18    • • •   24
25525 Hwy. 243 • 659-2201 
Bluebird Cottage Inn  Under $100-$200    • •   •  • • •  60 • •  • • •  • 24
26906 Hwy. 243 • 659-2696
Cedar Street Inn  Under $100-$200 • • 1-3 • •   •  • • •  40   • • • •  • 18
25880 Cedar St. • 659-4789
Creekstone Inn  $101-$200  • 2 •  •   •  • •  18    •  •  • 
54950 Pine Crest Ave. • 659-3342
Edelweiss Lodge Under $100-$200   2  •     • • •        •   26
25055 Marion Ridge • 659-2787
Elite Mountain Homes $301+ •  2  • •     • • • 10 •   • • • •  
(310) 398-6058
Fern Valley Inn & Cabins  Under $100-$200 • • 1-3  • •  •  • • •  25 • • • • •  • •
25240 Fern Valley Rd. • 659-2205
Fern Village Chalets & Motel  Under $100-$200    •    •    •      • •    26
54821 N. Circle Dr. • 659-2869
Fireside Inn  Under $100-$200  • 2 • • •  •  • • • •   • • • •    27
54540 N. Circle Dr. • 659-2966
Idyllwild Cabin Rentals  $101-$301+   2  • •  •  • • • •  •   • • •  • 28
25740 Fir St. • (877) 270-3285
Idyllwild Inn  Under $100 to 300 •  1-2 • • •  • • • • • • • •   • •   • 22
54300 Village Center Dr. • 659-2552
Idyllwild Mountain Rentals  $301+  • 2-4  • •  •   • • •  •   • • •  • 
54240 N. Circle Dr. • 659-5349
Idyllwild Vacation Rentals  $100-$301+   2  • •  •  • • • •    • • •   • 26
54085 S. Circle Dr. • 659-5015
Katie's Kabins     2  •   •   • • •     • • •  •
(619) 518-1961
Knotty Pine Cabins  Under $100-$200   1-4 • •   •  • • •   •   • •    22
54350 Pine Crest Ave. • 659-2933
Lodge at Pine Cove  Under $100-$200  • 1-2 • •  •   •        • • •  •
24900 Marion Ridge Dr. • 659-4463
Manzanita Cabins  Under $100-$200 •  1-4 • •     • • •      • • •  •
54100 Pine Crest Ave. • 659-3151
Mile High Country Inn  Under $100-$200    •      • •       • • •  •
54635 N. Circle Dr. • 659-2931
Oak Crest Lodge  Under $100   1-2 •  •  •  • • •  20  •  • • 
25000 Hwy. 243 • 659-2998
Quiet Creek Inn & Vacation Rentals   Under $100-$301+ • • 1-2 • • •  • • • • • • 50    • • •  • 22
26345 Delano Dr.  • 659-6110                         
Peaceful Mountain Inn Under $100-$200    •    •  • • •  50 • •  • •    22
23481 Hwy 243 • 659-5033 
Rainbow Inn Bed & Breakfast  Under $100-$200    •   •  • • •   75  • • •  •  • 22
54420 S. Circle Dr. • 659-0111
Royal Pines Mobile Estates  Under $100    •  •  •   • •  45 • •   •  • • 48
26350 Delano Dr.  • 659-2691
Silver Pines Lodge  Under $100-$200   1-2 • • •  •  • • •  50  • • • •   • 
25955 Cedar St. • 659-4335
Starlight Sanctuary Cabin Rentals $100-$200 •  2  •     • • • •     • •    27
(949) 887-1633 
Strawberry Creek Inn  Under $100-$200 • • 1-2 • • • •  • • • • • 20    • • •  • 24
26370 Hwy. 243  • 659-3202 
Tahquitz Inn Under $100-$200 •  1-2 •    •  • • • •  •   •   •  20
25840 Hwy. 243 • 659-4554
Wilder Cabins  Under $100   1-2  •   •  •  •      • •  
54550 S. Circle Dr. • 659-2926
Woodland Park Manor  Under $100-$300 • • 1-2 • • •  •  • • • •  •   • • • •  26
55350 S. Circle Dr. • 659-2657
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Pricing and availability subject to change without 
notice. Please call ahead for current rates.
Pricing Guide (per room/cabin, per 1-2 nights):

Idyllwild’s area code is 951

Lodging & Conferences



20 Idyllwild Magazine & Visitor’s Guide, Winter 2007-08

Enjoy our one and two bedroom suites in any season!

Idyllwild’s family favorite for 30 years!
887777--665599--44555544 WWWWWW..TTAAHHQQUUIITTZZIINNNN..CCOOMM

We offer the amenities designed to make your
Idyllwild visit memorable and comfortable:

 Full Kitchens
 In-Suite Coffee
 Direct Dial Phones
 Pool and Spa

 Wi-Fi in most areas
 A/C in most suites
 Fireplaces available
 BBQ and Picnic area

It’s easy to enjoy the beauty of Idyllwild with the 
comforts of home- reserve online at 

www.tahquitzinn.com or call 877-659-4554 today!
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Black Mountain Lookout Tower    •    •     14N • F •
Black Mountain Road off Highway 243
Cahuilla Tewanet Vista Point             26SE  F •
Highway 74
Suicide Rock   •          4NE • S
Hike from Deer Springs Trailhead, Highway 243
Fuller Mill Creek*    • • • •     7N • F •
Highway 243 
Idyllwild Area Historical Society    •       • 0  L •
54470 North Circle Drive, Idyllwild
Idyllwild County Park •   • • •      0 • C •
County Park Road, Idyllwild
Idyllwild Nature Center •   •  •     • 1N • C •
Highway 243
Idyllwild Ranger Station      •     • 0  F
54270 Pine Crest Avenue, Idyllwild
Indian Rocks            • 0  C
At upper end of Pine Crest Avenue
and at Idyllwild County Park
Inspiration Point            1W  C •
End of Double View Drive, Idyllwild
Lake Fulmor   • • • •  • •   10N • F •
Highway 243
Lake Hemet •   • • •  • • •  10S  L •
Highway 74, Garner Valley 
Lake Hemet Picnic Area   • • • •  • •   10S  F •
Highway 74, Garner Valley
Mt. San Jacinto State Park Office    • • •      0  S •
25905 Highway 243, Idyllwild
North Fork of the San Jacinto River*      •      7N • F •
Highway 243
Palm Springs Tramway  •     •      49NE • S
Tramway Road off Palm Canyon Drive,
Palm Springs
Parks Exhibition Center       •     • 1W  L 
Cahuilla Drive, Idyllwild Arts campus
Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains    •   •     • 38SE • F • 
National Monument Visitor Center
51-500 Highway 74, Palm Desert
Speed of Light Marker           • 5N  F •
Junction of Pine Cove Road & 
Chickadee Lane, Pine Cove
Strawberry Creek          •   0 • L •
Idyllwild
Tahquitz or Lily Rock at its base   •         1E • F •
At Humber Park, end of Fern Valley Road
Tahquitz Peak Lookout Tower   • •         4E • F •
Hike from Devil’s Slide Trailhead, Fern Valley Road
or South Ridge Trailhead, Tahquitz View Drive
to South Ridge Road, Idyllwild
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Day Use Areas

 Adventure or Recreation Pass required to park.

* California Department of Fish and Game no longer stocks fish in these streams because the streams are suitable habitat for a pro-
tected species, the mountain yellow legged frog.

Key:
F Federal
S State
C County
L Local

Strawberry Creek (top). Devil’s 
Slide Trail. (bottom). 
PHOTOS: MICHAEL ERLICH (TOP), 

MARCIA COX (BOTTOM).
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Knotty Pine 
Cabins

PEACEFUL AND COMFORTABLE 
MOUNTAIN CHARM ON 3 ACRES 

OF PINE SHADED LAND

KITCHENS • FIREPLACES
Reservations

(951) 659-2933
www.knottypinecabinsidyllwild.com

54340 Pine Crest Avenue
P.O. Box 477, Idyllwild, CA 92549 

Peaceful Mountain Inn
(866) 337-6466

23481 Hwy. 243 Idyllwild, CA 92549
www.peacefulmountaininn.com

Relaxing lodging 
Spectacular view
1 & 2 Bedroom Units 
Spacious Grounds
Conference Facilities
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Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail 38 S 4,000 P • 12 FS FS Y
Highway 74 1 mile east of Highway 371
to Fuller Ridge Trail at Black Mountain Road 
Ernie Maxwell Scenic Trail  2.6 E      FS Y
Humber Park to Tahquitz View Drive 
Fuller Ridge Trail 7.5 S 3,000 • • 12 FS/SW FS/SW N
Black Mountain Road off Highway 243
to San Jacinto Peak 
Seven Pines Trail  4 M 2,600 • • 12 FS/SW FS/SW N
Dark Canyon Road off Highway 243
to Deer Springs
Marion Mountain Trail 5.9 S 4,400 • • 12 FS/SW FS/SW N
Fern Basin Road off Highway 243
to San Jacinto Peak
Devil’s Slide Trail 2.5 M 1,700 • • 12 FS FS Y
Humber Park
to Saddle Junction
Deer Springs Trail 3.3 M 1,700 • • 12 FS/SW SW N
Highway 243 1 mile north of
Idyllwild to Suicide Rock
Palm Springs Aerial Tramway  1.7 E 700 • • 12 SW SW N
Tramway Terminal
to Round Valley
Spitler Peak Trail 5 S 2,800     FS Y
Apple Canyon Road off Highway 74
to Apache Peak

Hiking & Backpacking
Day Hikes
No fees for permits.
No dogs allowed in Mt. San Jacinto State 
Wilderness area; dogs on leash allowed in 
San Jacinto Wilderness (Forest Service).
A day-hike permit is not needed if you 
have an overnight permit.

Key: 
P Partially
E Easy
M Moderate
S Strenuous

Agencies for permits:
FS U.S. Forest Service
54270 Pine Crest Ave.
P.O. Box 518
Idyllwild, CA 92549
(909) 382-2921 (voice)
(951) 659-5748 (TTY)
(951) 659-2107 (fax)
SW Mt. San Jacinto State Park
P.O. Box 308
25905 Highway 243
Idyllwild, CA 92549
(951) 659-2607

Chinquapin Zone 75 • 12 S • • FS
San Jacinto Wilderness (Forest Service) 
Skunk Cabbage Zone  75 • 12 S • • FS
San Jacinto Wilderness (Forest Service) 
Tahquitz Zone 50 • 12 S • • FS
San Jacinto Wilderness (Forest Service) 
North Rim Zone 75 • 12 S • • FS
San Jacinto Wilderness (Forest Service)
Lower Basin Zone 75 • 12 S • • FS
San Jacinto Wilderness (Forest Service)
Desert View Zone 50 • 12 S • • FS
San Jacinto Wilderness (Forest Service)
Round Valley 28 • 15 P •  SW
Mt. San Jacinto State Wilderness
Tamarack Valley  12 • 15 S •  SW
Mt. San Jacinto State Wilderness
Little Round Valley 6 • 15 S •  SW
Mt. San Jacinto State Wilderness
Strawberry Junction 3 • 15 S •  SW
Mt. San Jacinto State Wilderness

Overnight Camps
No fees for permits.
No open campfires.
No dogs allowed in Mt. San Jacinto State 
Wilderness area; dogs on leash allowed in 
San Jacinto Wilderness (Forest Service)

A day-hike permit is not needed if you 
have an overnight permit.
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Ask about our new conference room!
Midweek Specials • WiFi

Bluebird 
Cottage Inn

• 1-4 bedroom cabins
• Duplexes/Studios
• Fireplaces
• Cable TV
• Closest to Lake Hemet

• Kitchens & Porches 
• Spa tubs
• Gas BBQs
• .8 mile to town
   & Idy Arts Academy

www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com
Come and enjoy our 3 acres of cabins 

nestled in the pines
25 Units

26905 Hwy 243

(951) 659-2696  
DOG FRIENDLY

The

Spend quiet time with God, 
restore, relax and rejuvenate. 

An ultra-memorable moment awaits you.
Ask about our summer youth camps & 

retreats, reunions and midweek programs.

P.O. Box 597
23551 Hwy. 243
Idyllwild, CA 92549

www.Alhatti.com
(951) 659-2066

It is unmistakable, the hush, the calm, 
  the peace of God that abides at the 

A Private Five-Acre Mountain Resort

~ Forest View Balconies ~
~ Cozy Knotty Pine Interiors ~

~ Kitchenettes Available ~
~ Hiking Trails ~

~ Seasonal Stream & Waterfall ~
~ Short Distance to Village Shops and Restaurants ~

25525 Scenic Highway 243, Idyllwild, California
For reservations or more information, call us at

951-659-2201    888-400-0071
www.atipahatolodge.com
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WILDLIFE

If Ben Franklin had carried a bit more clout, the emblem 
adorning our country’s currency, and the Great Seal of the United 

States, would be a turkey. But, when you look at the majestic 
American Bald Eagle, it’s easy to see why Franklin was outvoted. 
With a wingspan that approaches 7 feet, and a height of up to 43 
inches, this regal bird seems the very essence of strength and vitality. 
 Its eye, nearly the size of a human’s, sees four times more clearly. 
Two centers of focus enable the bird to see forward and sideways 
at the same time, allowing it to stalk fish beneath the water while 
keeping an eye on where it’s going. Experts believe that from one 
position, a bald eagle can spot prey in an area of about 3 square 
miles. 
 The bald eagle has few, if any, natural predators and, in 1782, 
the white-headed bird of prey easily beat out the turkey to become 
the symbol that would represent our new nation and its founding 
principles of freedom. Two such birds, a nesting pair, make 
their home in the San Jacinto Mountains. Their story, like their 
predecessors who once flew freely throughout the continent, has 
been a rocky one.
 By the late 1930s, it was apparent that the bald eagle population 
was declining except in Alaska, then a U.S. territory, where the birds 
have always thrived. The birds were already under the protection of 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, an agreement between the 
U.S. and Great Britain (later expanded to include Mexico, Japan 
and Russia) that made it unlawful to hunt, capture, kill or sell 
migratory birds. 
 In 1940, additional safeguards were put in place when the 
federal government authorized the Bald Eagle Protection Act, 
forerunner of the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. Criminal 
and civil penalties would be levied against anyone possessing, 
selling, purchasing, bartering, transporting or exporting any bald or 
golden eagle, nest or egg without a permit. 
 Despite government protection, the bald eagle was not out of 
danger. By 1963, only 417 nesting pairs of bald eagles could be 
found in the lower 48 states. Blame fell on the widespread use of 
the pesticide DDT, popular after World War II. DDT residue built 
up in the eagles’ systems, causing the shells of their eggs to become 
weak and too frail to sustain life. In Southern California, the bald 
eagle population suffered further damage by coastal development, 
which destroyed much of the land that served as habitat for the 
birds.
 In 1967, a precursor to the Endangered Species Act was put in 
place, to offer protection to bald eagles in all areas south of the 40th 
parallel. (When the Endangered Species Act was formally adopted 
in 1973, the bald eagle would be among the first to be listed.) But 
it was not until 1972, when the Environmental Protection Agency 
banned the use of DDT, that the bald eagle began making its 
recovery. A combination of captive breeding and reintroduction 
programs, the protection of habitats and nesting sites, and efforts to 
enforce existing laws contributed to the return of the stately bird.

 In late June, 44 years after the bird was near extinction, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service removed the bald eagle from its list 
of threatened and endangered species. Fish and Wildlife officials 
declared the number of bald eagle nesting pairs had grown from the 
low of 417 to 9,789. 
 Of the nearly 10,000 nesting pairs, 200 live in California. 
Among those are two eagles that have made their nest on the south 
shore of Lake Hemet.
 A pair of grown eagles was first spotted near the lake in the 1990s 
but it wasn’t until 2003 that water district workers discovered some 
young eaglets in their nest. It was the first time since the 1920s that 
baby eagles had been spotted south of Santa Barbara County. 
 “That female had two chicks that were successfully fledged,” said 
Anne Poopatanapong, U.S. Forest Service wildlife biologist. “The 
female that is nesting there now is not the one who was there in the 
1990s or early 2000s. They mate for life so it’s very likely that the 
other female passed away or was killed.”
 According to Poopatanapong, the new female arrived at Lake 
Hemet in 2004. She wears a tag marked “02,” allowing experts to 
track her progress from the time she was hatched. “She was born 
in San Francisco Zoo and raised by hand for one week and then 
introduced at the west end of Catalina Island,” said Poopatanapong. 
“She was raised on Catalina Island.”
 Poopatanapong said the new female was probably born in the 
spring of 2000 and, being a migratory bird, did not stay in one place 
for long. “Bald eagles fly up to Alaska and back. They travel a lot,” 
she said. “She left Catalina Island on Aug. 28, 2000 and then flew 
up to Oregon in 2001. She returned back to Catalina in 2002 then 
flew up to Santa Cruz Island in 2003 and showed up here in 2004.”
 The female eagle was 4 years old; about the age the birds reach 
sexual maturity. Since then, “02” has been trying to nest. “The fact 
that we have a breeding pair here at Lake Hemet every year is really 
pretty neat,” said Poopatanapong. “Bald eagles are migratory. They 
don’t nest in California. To have two here is extremely rare already. 
“I think we’re doing something right.”
 The Lake Hemet reservoir is more than 100 years old. Experts 
say its mature stock of fish and secluded stands of trees make it a 
good breeding area for the birds. Bald eagles typically stay near lakes 
or reservoirs, since fish makes up the bulk of their diet. The local 

Bald Eagle Pair  
Reside at Lake Hemet

By Betty Bailey

Continued on page 61 

An eaglet faces an uncertain future at Lake Hemet.   PHOTO BY BILL HARING
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(951)

Listen to the music.
Listen to the wind in the pines.

Listen to the silence.
Listen to your heart.

We have the perfect vacation rental for you.

800-297-1410 • 951-659-5015

54085 S. Circle Drive • P.O. Box 222 
Idyllwild • CA • 92549

e-mail: reservations@idyllvacationrentals.com
www.idyllvacationrentals.com

  Three unique vintage cabins in a tranquil 
natural setting, four blocks to village center 

www.alderwoodcabins.com 
aldercabins@yahoo.com • Phone (951) 659-3571

Alderwood Cabins of Idyllwild
25690 Alderwood Street, off North Circle Dr.
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Located on No. Circle Dr. three blocks from most 
shops and restaurants, the Fireside Inn offers seven quaint, 
well appointed, duplex cottages and a separate private cot-
tage, surrounded by natural landscape and the San Jacinto 
Mountains.

Each of the seven cottages has a fi replace, a private bath 
and shower, sitting room accomodations, and color cable 
television with Video Cassette Player. Six have kitchens 
furnished with all amenities, and a few have private, out-
door patios. Pets are welcome in most rooms. Rates from 
$65-$130 per night.

54540 North Circle Drive
(P.O. Box 313)

Idyllwild, Ca 92549

(877) 797-3473 (toll-free)
(951) 659-2966 (direct)
FAX (951) 659-4286

Visit us on the Internet at: thefi reside-inn.com
E-mail: tfi @thefi reside-inn.com

October
Children’s Storytime, 1st, 

10:30am, Idyllwild Library.
Oktoberfest, 1st-14th, noon-

4pm weekends, Oma’s Euo-
rpean Restaurant & Bakery. 
(Also Sept. 29th-30th.)

Jazz Night Featuring Paul 
Carman (Sax), Marshall 
Hawkins (Bass) & Barnaby 
Finch (Keys), 2nd, 6pm, Café 
Aroma.

Kelly Armantage, 3rd, 6:30-
8pm, Café Rendezvous.

Sandii Castleberry (Folk), 5th, 
6-9pm, JavaLounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 5th, 9pm-
1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 6th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Vic Moraga, 6th, noon-5pm, 
9pm-1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant.

Sandii Castleberry (Folk), 6th, 
1-4pm, JavaLounge.

Art Alliance of Idyllwild’s 
10th-annual Art Walk & 
Wine Tasting, 6th, 2-5pm, 
member galleries.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
6th, 6-9pm, JavaLounge.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Gui-
tar), 7th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 7th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant.

Children’s Storytime, 8th, 

10:30am, Idyllwild Library.
Jazz Night Featuring Paul 

Carman (Sax), Marshall 
Hawkins (Bass) & Barnaby 
Finch (Keys), 9th, 6pm, Café 
Aroma.

Kelly Armantage, 10th, 6:30-
8pm, Café Rendezvous.

Paul Carman & Marshall 
Hawkins (Jazz), 12th, 6-9pm, 
JavaLounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 12th, 9pm-
1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 13th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Change Required, 13th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant.

Roger Friend (Drum Circle), 
13th, 1-4pm, JavaLounge.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
13th, 6-9pm, JavaLounge.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
14th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 14th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant.

Children’s Storytime, 15th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night Featuring Paul Car-
man (Sax), Marshall Hawkins 
(Bass) & Barnaby Finch (Keys), 
16th, 6pm, Café Aroma.

Kelly Armantage, 17th, 6:30-
8pm, Café Rendezvous.

John King & Friends (Folk), 
19th, 6-9pm, JavaLounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 19th, 9pm-

1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant.
The Unknown Jerome (Solo 

Guitar Serenade), 20th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Live Music, 20th, noon-5pm, 
Jo’An’s Restaurant.

Live Music, 20th, 1-4pm, Ja-
vaLounge.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
20th, 6-9pm, JavaLounge.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
21st , 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 21st, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant.

Children’s Storytime, 22nd, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night Featuring Paul 
Carman (Sax), Marshall 
Hawkins (Bass) & Barnaby 
Finch (Keys), 23rd, 6pm, Café 
Aroma.

Kelly Armantage, 24th, 6:30-
8pm, Café Rendezvous.

Beat Poetry, 26th, 6-9pm, Ja-
vaLounge.

Kat & Co. Karaoke, 26th, 9pm-
1am, Jo’An’s Restaurant.

The Unknown Jerome (Solo 
Guitar Serenade), 27th, 9am, 
Café Aroma.

Mike Lowe Band, 27th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant.

Bluegrass Jam, 27th, 1-4pm, 
JavaLounge.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 
27th, 6-9pm, JavaLounge.

Ernesto Alé (Classical Guitar), 

28th, 9am-noon; Chess 
Games, 11am, Café Aroma.

Jerome Robinson, 28th, noon-
5pm, Jo’An’s Restaurant.

Children’s Storytime, 29th, 
10:30am, Idyllwild Library.

Jazz Night Featuring Paul 
Carman (Sax), Marshall 
Hawkins (Bass) & Barnaby 
Finch (Keys), 30th, 6pm, Café 
Aroma.

Kelly Armantage, 31st, 6:30-
8pm, Café Rendezvous.

Idyllwild Great Pumpkin Car-
nival & Parade, 31st, North 
Circle Drive & Downtown 
Idyllwild.

NOTE: Events, Exhibits, Perfor-
mances, Dates, Times & Loca-
tions are subject to change. For 
the most current information, see 
the weekly A&E Calendar in the 
Idyllwild Town Crier newspaper or 
visit www.towncrier.com.

Calendar Continued from page 10

The Great Pumpkin Carnival & Parade. 
PHOTO BY MICHAEL ERLICH

Starlight Sanctuary Cabin Rental

Your 1/2 acre Sanctuary from the world has arrived!
Highly upgraded 1935 Cabin 2 Br/1 Ba 

with Ralph Lauren decor.
Escape from daily life in this serene, peaceful environment with 5-Star 

amenities including Egyptian cotton sheets and towels, cappuccino/
espresso machine, fondue set and media library with over 100 DVDs,  
videos & CDs Relax in front of the river rock fi replace. Walk to town 

(1 mile). Close to Idyllwild Arts Academy.  Amazing redwood deck 
overlooking wooded half acre with outdoor furniture for 8.

Ask about your free Welcome Gift!
Inquire about the additional detached Studio Cabin on the premise. 

For more details call
(949) 887-1633

or go to www.IdySanctuary.com
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Quality vacation cabins located in
Idyllwild — Pine Cove — Fern Valley

We Offer **Extended arrival and 
check-out times

Well-equipped and clean cabins 
singles, couples and small group 
accomodations view the cabins at 

www.idyllwildcabins.com

Robert & Alyssa Muir
Owners

Toll Free (877) 270-3285
Local (951) 659-4145

CHUCK MUIR
REALTY

Colorado (970) 884-8060
Utah (435) 635-7404

E-mail: Chuckmuir@hotmail.com
Web: www.durangoreal-estate.com

Coming East? Give us a call.
We represent land and home sales in the Four 
Corners area in Colorado including Durango, 

Cortes, Pagosa Springs and the Historic Town of 
Silverton. And now in St. George, Utah. 

Having grown up in Idyllwild, 
I know the Mountains.

Idyllwild Realty…
(951) 659-2125

(951) 440-0114 Cell
e-mail: 

margemuir@idyllwildproperty.com

If relaxing, dining and getting away from it is at the 
top of your agenda (?) then Idyllwild is just right for 

you. Let me introduce you to our 
wonderful mountain communities. It’s a great 

place to know … 50 years of living here and 30 years 
in real estate on the Hill give me the 

experience to offer the best in buying or selling.

Marge Muir
Broker Associate

North Circle Corners
Corner of North Circle Drive and Fir Street

Real Estate and Vacation Rentals

25740 Fir Street across from La Casita

formerly Muir’s Vacation Cabins

Confi dence in your real estate professional when buying or 
selling property in today’s real estate is important. 

As your Realtor my commitment is to provide 
you with the real estate service you deserve. 
My objective is to work diligently to assist 

you in meeting your real estate goals.

Martha Sanchez
Realtor Associate

Offi ce (951) 659-8333
 Cell (951) 741-6667
www.Idyllwild.com

marthasanchez@idyllwild.com

Veronica Muir
Broker Owner

Offi ce (951) 659-8333
Cell (951) 206-3870
www.Idyllwild.com 

veronica@idyllwild.com
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Dark Canyon Campground 17  • • •  P V  8/1  22 $12 $9 FS 5,800    •  •   FS  
Dark Canyon Road  
6 miles north of Idyllwild 
Marion Mountain Campground  24 • • • •  P V  8/1  15 $10 $9 FS 6,400    •  •   FS
Fern Basin Road 
6 miles north of Idyllwild 
Fern Basin Campground 22 • • • •  P V  8/1  15 $10 $9 FS 6,300    •  •   FS
Fern Basin Road 
6 miles north of Idyllwild 
Boulder Basin Campground 34 • • • •  P V  8/1  15 $10 $9 FS 7,300    •  •   FS
Black Mountain Road 
15 mi. north of Idyllwild
Pinyon Flat Campground 18 • • • •  P V  8/1  15 $8  A 4,000    • • • •  FS
Highway 74 east of Highway 371
Ribbonwood Equestrian Campground 8 • • • •  P F • 8/1  50 $15 $9 FS 4,000  •  • • • •  FS
Highway 74 east of Highway 371
Santa Rosa Springs Campground 3  • • •  S V  8/1   $0  P 7,200    •     FS
Santa Rosa Truck Trail off Highway 74
near Pinyon
Tool Box Springs Campground 6 • • • •   V  8/1   $0  P 6,500    • •    FS
Thomas Mountain Road off Highway 74
Garner Valley
Idyllwild Campground 33 • • • • • P F • 8/2 • 24 $20-28 $7.50 SP 5,300      • • • SP
Mt. San Jacinto State Park
Highway 243, Idyllwild
Stone Creek Campground   50 • • • •  P V  8/2  24 $15 $7.50 SP 6,000    •  • •  SP
Mt. San Jacinto State Park
Stone Creek Road 
6 miles north of Idyllwild
Idyllwild County Park  92 • • • •  P F • 6/2  40 $17 $7 CP 5,300 •   •  • •  CP
County Park Road, Idyllwild
Hurkey Creek Park  130 • • • •  P F • 6/2  40 $17 $7 CP 4,400 •   •  •   CP
Highway 74 
4 miles southeast of Idyllwild
McCall Memorial Park 50 • • • •  P F • 6/2  40 $15 $7 A/CP 4,400 • •  • • •   CP
McCall Park Road off Highway 74 
near Mountain Center
Lake Hemet Campground  1,000 • • • •  P F/V • NL/1 • 40 *$20+  A^ 4,300 •  •   • •  LH
Off Highway 74 in Garner Valley

Group Camping
Black Mountain Group Camp  1 • • • •  P V  100/   $140 $9 FS 7,500 •   •  • •  FS
Black Mountain Road north of Idyllwild          25
Group camping also at CP 
campgrounds listed above
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Reservations:
FS Phone:  1-877-444-6777 • Online:  recreation.gov
A Pay at campground, no reservations.
P Adventure Pass required; free campfire and/or campstove permit required. Idyllwild 

Ranger Station, Highway 243 and Pine Crest Avenue, Idyllwild. (909) 382-2921
SP Phone:  1-800-444-7275 • Online:  www.reserveamerica.com
CP Phone:  1-800-234-7275 (Call for group reservations at any CP sites.)
 Online:  www.riversidecountyparks.org/reservations/ (for Idyllwild and  

Hurkey Creek parks only).
NL No limit.
*  Additional fees may apply.
^  Group reservations accepted. Call (951) 659-2680.

Key

Agencies
FS U.S. Forest Service
SP Mt. San Jacinto State Park
CP Riverside County Parks
LH Lake Hemet Municipal Water 

District

Toilets
F Flush
V Vault

Water
P Piped
S  Stream or spring

Car Camping
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wooleys@wooleys.com
OPEN 7 DAYS

54245 N. Circle Dr. C-1
951-659-0017

• HUGE SELECTION OF HATS

• LEATHER GLOVES, VESTS & 
PURSES

• CIGARS
• IDYLLWILD SHIRTS

• SHEEPSKIN SLIPPERS & BOOTS

• COWHIDES

• DRIZA-BONE COATS

• SCARVES

• FLANNEL SHIRTS

• CLOTHING NATURAL FIBERS

• FAIR TRADE ITEMS

Fine Handcrafted Jewelry
Designed and Fabricated by

Larry Everitt and Janet Everitt
Owner/Artists

Mineral Specimens • Fossils
Antique Japanese Woodbock Prints

Native American Jewelry
Local Artists

P.O. Box 3740
54245 No. Circle Dr. Ste. C-4

Idyllwild, CA 92549
Tel: 951-659-7075Everittsminerals.com AAI Member Gallery

EVERITT’S MINERALS & GALLERY
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RECREATION

54095 PINE CREST • IDYLLWILD, CA 92549
951 • 659-2038

Mountain Biking
With approximately 200 miles of dirt roads and more 

than 40 miles of trails open to bikers, the San Jacinto 
Mountains around Idyllwild offer a number of experiences for 
mountain biking aficionados.
 For that reason, the local mountain trails have become 
extremely popular among riders looking for challenging routes 
and breathtaking scenery. Local trails provide mountain bikers 
with a diverse selection of roads from which to choose.
 In an effort to expand the recreational opportunities for 
mountain biking, the San Jacinto Ranger District of the U.S. 
Forest Service applied for an American Great Outdoor grant in 
1993.
 The U.S. Forest Service received a grant of approximately 
$150,000 to develop a mountain bike trail program. With the 
help of other agencies, organizations and private citizens, the 
Forest Service developed a strategic plan to guide the district in 
developing local mountain bike trails.
 The Forest Service has set up regulations in regard to 
mountain biking in the San Jacinto and Santa Rosa mountains 
to ensure the safety of riders and the protection of natural 
resources. Bicycles may be ridden on established roads and trails 
within the mountains; however, bikes are not allowed within the 
San Jacinto or Santa Rosa wilderness areas or along the Pacific 
Crest Trail.
 If parking a vehicle on Forest Service land in the areas of 
Thomas Mountain and Black Mountain, Lake Hemet and 
Humber Park, visitors may be required to display an Adventure 
or Recreation Pass  in their vehicle. Call the Idyllwild 

Ranger Station at (909) 382-2922 for more details.
 The Pass is available in two forms: a daily pass for $5 and a 
$30 annual pass good for one year from the month of purchase. 
 Passes are available at the Forest Service office or see the list 
of vendors on page 55.
 The Forest Service also offers these safety tips for mountain 
bikers: Keep your eyes and ears open to equestrians and 
hikers on trails and to vehicles on roads; helmets are highly 
recommended; control your speed; avoid riding after dark; and 
carry a map.

Mountain Bike Trails
 • Coyote Run: Beginning at the north end of Hurkey Creek 
County Park and ending at the waterfalls on Herkey Creek, this 
easy and scenic ride is about two miles on a dirt road closed 
to vehicles. Parking is available at the day use area within the 
Hurkey Creek Campground or outside the park.
 • Fobes Ranch Road and Spurs: This trail is located three 
miles south of Lake Hemet on Highway 74 in Garner Valley. 
The roads are easy to moderate and offer more than two miles of 
mountain bike riding.
 • South Fork Trail: This trail begins on the south side of 
Highway 74, four miles west of Mountain Center near the large 
gravel bin turnout. The trail is approximately two-and-a-half 
miles in length with the last half-mile a steep descent to the 
South Fork of the San Jacinto River.
 • Thomas Mountain and Ramona Trail: This challenging 
17-mile loop is considered one of the best rides in the area. It 
begins one mile south of Lake Hemet on Highway 74, six miles 
east of the junction with Highway 371. The dirt road ascends 
from an elevation of 4,500 feet to more than 8,700 feet in 13 
miles to Thomas Mountain Peak, offering far-reaching views of 
Anza and San Diego below.
 • Saw Mill Road: Just off Highway 74 near Pinyon Flat, 
this old Forest Service road links up with the Cactus Springs 
Trailhead where it continues for six miles. The road is rough and 
steep but it offers scenic views of the Desert valleys to the north 
and east.
 • Other Trails: May Valley and South Ridge Trail, the Alvin 
Meadows and Webster Trail, and the Ernie Maxwell Scenic 
Trail which is a good ride, provided bikers show courtesy to 
pedestrians and others using the trail.
 

PHOTO BY MICHAEL ERLICH
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Your “Full Service”

Neighborhood Market

Since 1938! Idyllwild
Since 193

Village Market

We Have What You Want! Quality Foods at Great Prices.

Art’s Butcher Shop, Deli and Grandma’s Pies
Home of

26000 Highway 243 • Center of Town • (951) 659-316926000 Highway 243

Farm-Fresh Produce

ICEE
Only Available 

    at Village

       Market …

Pizzeria

Liquor, Wine & Beer

Burgers Fried Chicken Full Service 
Deli

Camping Gear

Burgers
Grandma’s 

Pie Shop & Bakery

Complete 
Grocery Needs

Farm-Fresh ProduceFresh Butcher 
Shop & Seafood

with no trans fat oil

Store Hours:
Monday through Sunday 

5:30am to 9pm
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and unique characteristics. Route names 
vary with the imagination of the climber, 
leading to such designations as Spring 
Cleaning, Knocking on Heaven’s Door, 
Sahara Terror, Blanketty Blank, My Pink 
Half of the Drainpipe, Coffin Nail and 
Godzilla’s Return.
 Technical climbing routes are rated up 
to 5.14 on the basis of difficulty. Some of 
the most noteworthy climbs on Tahquitz 
include The Mechanic’s Route, a 5.8 
climbed in 1937 by Dick Jones and Glen 
Dawson; The Open Book, a 5.9 climbed 
in 1952 and The Vampire, a 5.11c climbed 
in 1960, both by Royal Robbins; and The 
Edge, a 5.11 climbed in 1975 by Tobin 
Sorenson. In 1970, Ivan Couch climbed a 
5.11a, Valhalla, on Suicide Rock.
 Before attempting to climb in Idyllwild, 
here are a few pointers to keep in mind:
 • Attend professional rock climbing 
classes. The instruction could prevent 
disaster. Classes instruct climbers in use 
of the proper gear, up-to-date climbing 
techniques and safety procedures.

 • Rule number one for climbers is never 
climb alone. Always climb with a partner 
and never take unnecessary chances.
 • Rock climbers should use appropriate 
equipment. Consult a professional for 
advice. 
 • The three types of climbs are: free, aid 
and solo. In free climbing, equipment is 
used for protection only in case of a fall. 
Aid climbing involves the use of special 
aid gear placed into the rock and is for 
situations in which the climber must 
depend on the equipment to be hauled or 
pulled up. Solo climbing is done without 
the aid of ropes. It is not recommended for 
the novice and should only be attempted 
by highly experienced climbers.
 • Accidents do happen, but far fewer 
than imagined when safety precautions 
are used. Accidents may occur because of 
falling rocks, inadequate equipment, bad 
weather or loss of concentration. Human 
error and the climber’s overestimation of 
his or her ability is the reason behind most 
accidents.

F or rock climbers from Southern 
California and beyond, Tahquitz Rock 

is not just another pretty face.
 Far more than just good climbing, both 
Tahquitz and Suicide rocks, located in the 
cliffs above Idyllwild, are rich in rock climb-
ing lore.
 Idyllwild is renowned for several key 
characteristics: clean, yet unglaciated 
granite, proximity to a large population 
center, good weather and a mountain 
setting.
 There are upward of 300 routes on 
Suicide Rock alone, and 200 or so on 
Tahquitz, also called Lily Rock. 
 Tahquitz Rock is special because, for 
the Southern California area, its routes are 
relatively long. It also is cool most of the 
day and has more crack climbing.
 Suicide Rock also is high quality rock 
but it has more climbing routes on its face 
and is sunny most of the time. 
 The first-ascent party of a climb has 
the honor of classifying it, and the names 
chosen describe the route’s complexity 

Rock Climbing
PHOTO BY JIM CRANDALL

RECREATION
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September
Beyond Heritage, Latino Art Show,   

Opening Reception, 14th, 6:30pm, 
Parks Exhibition Center. (Show 
runs 8-10th, 12th.) 

October
Guest Performance, Laura Melton 

Piano Quartet, 5th, 7:30pm, Ste-
phens Recital Hall. 

Creative Writing Reading Series, 
11th,  7pm, Parks Exhibition Center.

IAAO Concert, 13th, 7:30pm, Ste-
phens Recital Hall.

IAAO Concert, 14th, 2pm, Stephens 
Recital Hall.

One-person Show, 15th, 7:30pm, IAF 
Theatre.

One-person Show, 16th, 7:30pm, IAF 
Theatre.

Visual Poetry Exhibition, 19th, Bow-
man Lobby.

Metamorphosis, Opening Reception, 
19th, 7:30pm, Parks Exhibition Cen-
ter. (Show runs through 26th.)

Music in the Meadow, 20th, 4pm 
Stephens Recital Hall.

Musical Theatre in the Meadow, 21st, 
noon, location TBA. 

Music in the Meadow, 22nd, 7:30pm, 
Stephens Recital Hall.

 

November
Theatre Production I , 2nd-3rd, 

7:30pm, IAF Theatre. 
Juried Theme Show, Opening Recep-

tion, 2nd, 6:30pm, Parks Exhibition 
Center. (Show runs through 16th.)

Theatre Production I, 4th, 2pm, IAF 
Theatre.

Chamber Music Concer t , 9 th , 
7:30pm, Stephens Recital Hall.

Visual Art Faculty Show, Opening 
Reception, 30th, 6:30pm, Parks Ex-
hibition Center. (Show runs through 
12/14.)

December
Nutcracker or IAAO, 8th.
Nutcracker or IAAO, 9th.
Visual Art Holiday Sale, 11th, noon, 

location TBA.

Jazz Concert, 11th, 7:30pm, Stephens 
Recital Hall.

January
Retrospective, Eric Metzler Photog-

raphy, Opening Reception, 11th, 
6 :30pm, Parks Exhibition Center. 
(Show runs through 25th.)

Parallax Reading I, 14th, 7:30pm, 
Fireside Room.

Pianofest, 15th, 7:30pm, Stephens 
Recital Hall.

Theatre Production II, 18th-19th, 
7:30pm, IAF Theatre.  

Theatre Production II, 20th, 2pm, 
IAF Theatre.

Group Student Recital, voice, 21st, 
7:30pm, Stephens Recital Hall.

Creative Writing Tour, 30th-31st.
  

February
IAAO Concert, 2nd, 7:30pm, IAF 

Theatre.
IAAO Concert, 3rd, 7pm, Sherwood 

Auditorium, La Jolla. 
Visiting Artist Show, Inside/Outside, 

Group sculpture/lectures, Opening 
Reception, 8th, 6:30pm. Show runs 
through 29th.)

Music in the Meadow, 18th, 7:30pm, 
Stephens Recital Hall.

Theatre Tour Show, 27th, 7:30pm, 
IAF Theatre.

Creative Writing Reading Series, 
29th, 7:30pm, Parks Exhibition 
Center.

March
Student Recital, 3rd, 7:30pm, Ste-

phens Recital Hall.
Student Recital, 4th, 7:30pm, Ste-

phens Recital Hall. 
Creative Writing Reading Series, 7th,  

7:30pm, Parks Exhibition Center.
Chamber Music Concer t , 8 th , 

7:30pm, Stephens Recital Hall.
Student Recital, 10th, 7:30pm, Ste-

phens Recital Hall.
Musical Theatre in the Meadow, 11th,  

7:30pm, Stephens Recital Hall.
Spring Dance Concert, 12th-14th, 

7:30pm, IAF Theatre.
 

April
V i su a l  A r t  J un io r 

S h o w ,  O p e n i n g 
R e c e p t i o n ,  4 t h , 
6:30pm,  Parks Exhi-
bition Center. (Show 
runs through 11th.)

GALA, 5th, 7pm.
Student Recital, 7th, 

7:30pm, Stephens 
Recital Hall.

Student Recital, 8th, 
7:30pm, Stephens 
Recital Hall.

C r e a t i v e  Wr i t i n g 
Reading Series, 11th,  
7:30pm, Parks Exhi-
bition Center.

Student Recital, 14th, 
7:30pm, Stephens 
Recital Hall.

Student Recital, 15th, 
7:30pm, Stephens 
Recital Hall.

Visua l  Ar t  Sen ior 
G r o u p  S h o w  I , 
Opening Reception,  
18th, 6 :30pm, Parks Exhibition 
Center.

Student Recital, 18th, 7:30pm, Ste-
phens Recital Hall.

Theatre Production III, 18th-19th, 
7:30pm, IAF Theatre.

Theatre Production III, 20th, 2pm, 
IAF Theatre.

Student Recital, 21st, 7:30pm, Ste-
phens Recital Hall.

Student Recital, 22nd, 7:30pm, Ste-
phens Recital Hall.

Student Recital, 25th, 7:30pm, Ste-
phens Recital Hall.

Student Recital or Music in the 
Pines, 29th, 7:30pm, Stephens Re-
cital Hall.

 

May
Student Recital, 2nd, 7:30pm, Ste-

phens Recital Hall. 
Visual Art Senior Group Show II, 

Opening Reception, 9th, 6:30pm, 
Parks Exhibition Center.

IAAO Concert, 10th, 7:30pm, loca-
tion TBA.

IAAO Concer t , 11th , Red Cat  

Theater, Los Angeles, time TBA.
Student Recital, 12th, 7:30pm, Ste-

phens Recital Hall.
Student Recital, 13th, 7:30pm, Ste-

phens Recital Hall.
Student Choreography, 15th-16th,  

Fischer Dance Studio.
Theatre Production IV, 16th-17th, 

7:30pm, IAF Theatre.
Theatre Production IV, 17th, 2pm, 

IAF Theatre. 
Parallax Reading II, 17th, 7:30pm, 

Stephens Recital Hall.
Student Recital, 19th, 7:30pm, Ste-

phens Recital Hall.
Senior Honors Show, Reception, 

20th, 6:30 pm, Parks Exhibition Center. 
Theatre Senior Showcase, 20th, 

7:30pm, IAF Theatre. 
Creative Writing Senior Readings, 

21st, 7:30pm,  IAF Theatre.
Vocal Chamber Music Recital, 22nd,  

7:30pm, Stephens Recital Hall.  
Interdisciplinary Arts Fashion Show, 

23rd, 1:15pm, IAF Theatre. 
Moving Pictures Screening, 23rd-

24th, 7:30pm, IAF Theatre.
Jazz Concert, 28th, 7:30pm, Ste-

phens Recital Hall.

Idyllwild Arts Calendar

Clarinetist David Shifrin and the Idyllwild Arts 
Academy Orchestra conducted by Ransom Wilson 
during a spring performance.        PHOTO BY GARY SQUIER
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26115 Hwy 243, Ste. A • P.O. Box 1116
Idyllwild, CA 92549

(951) 659-3959 • Fax: (951) 659-3732

Ellen Anderson, Sales/District Manager
Rhonda Andrewson, Escrow Manager

Amber Booth, Escrow Offi cer
Carli Nicols, Escrow Assistant

• 24 Hr. Message 
Center

• Personal Customer 
Service

• Educational Materials

• Full Escrow Services
• Notary Services
• 1031 Exchange 

Services

“For Your
Sunset

Dreams”

P.O. Box 248
54200 Pine Crest

659-2609
659-9691 FAX

Back row from left, Brian McWilliams, Tim Donahue, Chris Niles and Bob Waltz.
Front from left: Tim Gilbert, Jo Belvins-Johnston and Jim Adams.

Everything you need 
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SUMMER FLOWERS •  WINDOW GLASS • PLUMBING • HARDWARE

FOREST 
LUMBER

Since 1949

MEDIUM OF THE MOUNTAINS
K.J. Stevenson, BS, MSW, PhD Candidate

Inspirational writer and speaker
author of “In Search of the Being Within”

and “Songs of the Soul”
(described as 40 daily meditations 

by Sister Joan Schneider)

Trance Channel • Intuitive Counseling
Relationships • Career • Teacher

Psychic Readings • Past Life Regressions
www.karenstevenson.com

(951) 659-5268 • Toll Free 1-877-943-8636
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then in use for that portion of the valley.
 The large two-story structure was named the Idyllwild 
Sanatorium, undoubtedly because it was located on the site of the 
Hannahs’ old Camp Idylwilde. It opened for patients in June 1901 
with Ralph Lowe as manager and Charles Rutledge as bookkeeper 
and secretary. Mr. Rutledge brought his wife Laura and their 
daughter to Strawberry Valley for the summer season.
 The Hemet News of June 28, 1901 reported, “the name of 
Rayneta post office will be changed to Idyllwild” and that the new 
post office would be located in the sanatorium. The Idyllwild Post 
Office was opened for business on Sept. 26, 1901.
 There is no mention in any of the contemporary newspapers 
of just who suggested the name change from Rayneta to Idyllwild, 
nor why Idylwilde was changed to Idyllwild. It is entirely possible 
that the new post office name was Laura Rutledge’s idea, so the 
Rutledge story cannot be totally discounted.
 Thirty-six years later, in The Hemet News of May 14, 1937, 
the story of Laura Rutledge naming Idyllwild first appears as a part 
of her obituary. Since then it has been repeated time and again.
 The facts are this: George and Sarah Hannahs opened Camp 
Idylwilde in the summer of 1890 and deserve credit for originating 
the name. Laura Rutledge may or may not have suggested the post 
office name be changed from Rayneta to Idyllwild in 1901. We’ll 
probably never know for certain.

John Robinson is the co-author of the book “The San Jacintos.” 

How Idyllwild Got its Name
 By John Robinson

L egends often become so ingrained in the public mind that 
they become accepted as truth. Such is the case with the often 

repeated story that Laura Rutledge named Idyllwild.
 Real credit for Idyllwild’s origin should go to Michigan-born 
George B. Hannahs and his wife Sarah, who arrived in Strawberry 
Valley in 1889 and promptly built a sawmill on upper Dutch Flat.
 In the summer of 1890, they opened a tent resort on a forested 
bench just west of Strawberry Creek and called it Camp Idylwilde. 
The camp was located about where the Idyllwild Tree Monument 
stood in the center of town.
 Besides managing his sawmill on Dutch Flat and Camp 
Idylwilde, George Hannahs, ever the entrepreneur, opened a 
general store in lower Strawberry Valley, about where today’s Toll 
Gate Road crosses Strawberry Creek to Idyllwild Arts.
 On March 3, 1893, a post office was established at the 
Hannahs’ store and George Hannahs was appointed as the first 
postmaster. The couple named the store and post office Rayneta, 
in honor of their young son Raymond. Contrary to legend, 
George and Sarah had no daughter named Henrietta.
 In 1900, Dr. Walter Lindley, a Los Angeles physician, and 
a number of other doctors incorporated the California Health 
Resort Company and announced plans to build a sanatorium in 
Strawberry Valley.
 The Riverside Press (May 26, 1900) reported, “The plan is to 
put the sanatorium on the upper end of the valley, at what is now 
Idylwilde,” which clearly indicates that the name Idylwilde was 

The old Idyllwild Inn that burned down in the 1940s was the center of activity in the village.   
PHOTO BY THE LATE HARRY WENDELKEN
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Specializing in Seasonal &
     Christmas Decorations

           Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
             Mon., Tues., Thurs.,
              Fri. and Sat.

             In the Fort

        Karen Konold
       (951) 659-6235
  Toll Free: 1-877-659-6235

THE LAUGHING ELEPHANT
DISCOUNT STORE

Asian Furniture, Home Decor and Unique Gifts

Thursday thru Monday  10AM to 5PM

Idyllwild, California
Upstairs In The Fort

951 659-2333

Recycle.
1-800-Recycle
www.bottlesandcans.com

Paid for by a grant from the California 
Department of Conservation and Riverside 
County Waste Management Department

The Best Kept Secrets in Idyllwild y
Hobbit House La Petit Chateau

Details and Reservations at:
CEDARSTREETINN.COM or (877) 659-4789

Double View Lodge
Details and Reservations at:

QUIETCREEKINN.COM or (951) 659-6110
1-800-450-6110

y
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From its original location at the Silver Pines Lodge to where it stands 
today, the Rustic Theatre has had a 63-year run in Idyllwild. In 

1944, Bill and Prudence Underhill of Twentynine Palms purchased the 
Silver Pines Lodge with the idea of opening up a movie theater. 
 “Bill had a home and a theater in Twentynine Palms and this was his 
second place to have a theater,” said Keith Froehlich, whose family later 
owned The Rustic Theatre. “A hole was cut in the rear wall of the main 
room and a galvanized projection booth was installed on an outdoor 
platform.” Movies were shown from May 1 to Labor Day. The theater 
could seat 145, but only four rows of seats were tiered, so there was 
always a rush for the best seats in the house.
 The Rustic Theatre began operations on May 1, 1944. However, 
after only three weeks, the projectionist quit. Bill then asked Glenn 
Froehlich if he would run the movie projector. “My dad didn’t know 
how to run one,” said Keith, Glenn’s son. “He was working for 
California Electric Power Company [now Southern California Edison], 
but he decided to give it a try.” Two years later, the Froehlichs bought 
the theater operation from the Underhills.
 The Rustic Theatre continued to operate at the Silver Pines Lodge 
until 1952, when it moved to its present location at 54290 North Circle 
Drive. Its eight years in the original building saw stars such as Lewis 
Stone (of the old Andy Hardy series), Audie Murphy, Dennis Morgan 
and Van Johnson, among others.
 Glenn designed The Rustic Theatre on a vacant lot he bought from 
Jerry Johnson. “I’m guessing that the terrain was perfect excavation for 
a slope,” Keith said. “My dad had never built anything like that before, 
but he and my grandfather had built homes and small businesses in San 
Jacinto.”
 Bill kept the movie equipment, so the Froehlichs needed to buy 
some. “There was a Navy auction in San Diego that was selling used 
projectors and sound equipment, and our family came up with a final 
bid of $539.45,” Keith said. With that money, they got four projectors, 
all the sound equipment and a variety of other electronic equipment. “It 
was old Navy equipment from World War II, but it worked fine until 
we sold the theater in 1963,” Keith said.
 Keith thinks the three or four short-term owners between 1963 and 
1977 continued to use their old Navy equipment. “The film industry 
was changing in the 1970s, so I think Maury [Bronson] needed to 
upgrade it,” he said. “I saw him at the Post Office one day and he told 
me that I had to stop by and see the new equipment. He was so proud.”
 When The Rustic opened (on North Circle Drive) in 1952, tickets 
were 25 cents for children and 60 cents for adults, Keith said. For 
nine months out of the year, it showed movies on Friday and Saturday 
nights, but in the summertime, movies ran every night. It was always 
a family operation. Keith and his father ran the projector, while his 
mother and younger sister sold tickets and concessions.
 Keith had fond memories of The Rustic as a teenager. “When 
I graduated from high school in 1954, there were seven of us from 
Idyllwild,” he said. “Our theater and the bowling alley were the only 

The Rustic Theatre 
— 1944 to Today

By Marcia E. Gawecki

YESTERDAY

places in town for entertainment. It sure helped with my popularity.”
 Bonnie Bronson Wolf, owner of Bonnie’s Happy Look and former 
manager of the Rustic, said her parents bought it in 1977 because 
the family had strong ties to movie theaters. Wolf ’s grandfather, Ben 
Bronson, owned three movie theaters in Los Angeles, and later built 
the Sun Air Drive-In in Cathedral City. “We were used to always 
having free movie passes, so my mom and I pressured my dad to buy 
the Rustic,” Wolf said. At that time, Maury Bronson was 67 years old 
and retired.
 “We showed double features, which wasn’t easy because we were 
on the platter system,” said Marsha Bronson, Bonnie’s sister and the 
projectionist for 18 years. A feature film would come in several platters 
and she would line them up and splice them together. Once, she put 
one of the platters in backwards. “Nobody noticed, except one of 
the kids from Morning Sky School said that the people were walking 
backwards,” Marsha said. She knew it would take 20 minutes to get 
the film ready again. Immediately, Terry Kiser, from the “Weekend 
at Bernie’s” movies, jumped up on stage and started entertaining the 
audience. “He was a good friend and really saved the day.”
 Getting first-run movies to the Rustic wasn’t always easy, Wolf said. 
They would pick them up from a bus station in Beaumont or Los 
Angeles, and some would get lost and UPS would have to track them 
down. “It was nerve-racking because UPS only guaranteed delivery 
for five days,” she said. Getting candy concessions proved to be just as 
challenging. “L.A. delivery trucks didn’t want to drive up to Idyllwild,” 
Wolf said. So she would meet them at the Starbucks parking lot in 
Hemet and transfer the candy into her car.
 Some of the movie stars and famous faces that came into The 
Rustic during that time included Ted Danson, Rhea Perlman, Danny 
DeVito, Carrie Snodgrass, Heidi Fleiss, Rhonda Haynes, Mark 
Hamill, Dinah Shore, Shari Lewis, Kevin Bacon and Art Cohen.
 The silent film, “Cinema Paradiso” was one of Marsha’s favorites. 
“We never showed it at The Rustic, but, basically, it was the story 
of my life,” she said. It was about an old projectionist who teaches a 
young boy how to operate the machinery. Much to his dismay, the boy 
had to cut all of the kissing scenes out of the films. However, when the 
old man died, he left a film of all the kisses spliced together for the boy 
to keep.
 The Bronsons sold the Rustic Theatre to Ken and Eva Gioeli in 
2004, who added charming décor and a beautifully carved new sign, 
expanded the stage to accommodate live performances, upgraded the 
sound system, and much more. Despite all these improvements, the 
theater still maintains its special ambiance that can only be found in 
Idyllwild.

This photo is from an ad that ran in the July 28, 1972 edition of the 
Idyllwild Town Crier newspaper. It shows the original Rustic Theatre 
in what is now the Silver Pines Lodge on Cedar Street in Idyllwild.
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Christmas Is …
Idyllwild’s Oldest

and Largest
Holiday Store
with Souvenirs
and Fine Gifts

54385 North Circle Drive - 951-659-0021

951-659-8812 • CELL: 951-966-8316

    • NEW CONSTRUCTION 
  • REMODELS
• DECKS

30 Years Experience
CA Lic. #: B679058  •  AZ Lic. #: ROC218167

LICENSED IN CALIFORNIA AND ARIZONA

a Accupressure  
a Physical Therapies
a Rehabilitation 

Dr. Judi G. Milin • judi@greencafe.com

(951) 659-4522
Most Insurance Accepted • CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

a SOT/Craniopathy/N.E.T.
a Auto, Sport & Work Comp.
a Massage

The Natural Approach to Chiropractic   
Gentle Activator Adjustments
The Natural Approach to Chiropractic   

MOUNTAIN CHIROPRACTIC

Treating 
the Cause...

...Not the 
Symptom

a Muscle Testing 

HOMES IN THE PINES
951-659-6262 • CELL: 909-225-9555

www.vanleuvenrealty.com
donnav@greencafe.com

“COMPANY WITH A LOT OF
HEART AND SOUL”

Want to feel CARED FOR but not fussed over 
and pitched to? For simplicity in your next real 
estate transaction WITHOUT AN OVERLOAD 
OF INFORMATION, give me a call.

26600 Hwy. 243, P.O. Box 247, Idyllwild, CA 92549
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P erhaps the most prominent and alluring natural landmark of 
the Hill is Tahquitz Rock, also known by many as Lily Rock. 

Due to the dramatic nature of this beauty, legends have been born 
as to its purpose. The legend of Tahquitz originated with native 
Indian tribes and there are variations on the theme. Presented here 
is the most popular as retold by the late Ernie Maxwell: 

Tauquitch (Tahquitz)
 Chief Tauquitch (Tahquitz) once ruled over all the Indians of 
the San Jacinto Valley. He was a tall, handsome man, bold and 
cunning. At first, Tauquitch ruled his people well, but gradually 
he became arbitrary and though the Indians were dissatisfied, they 
feared their leader. 
 One day, the beautiful daughter of one of the chiefs 
disappeared. Soon after, another was missing and then another. 
 The women trembled and the men became enraged — and 
they all suspected Tauquitch of the evil doing. A search confirmed 
their fears that Tauquitch had done away with the maidens. 
 For this, the tribe condemned him to death by fire.
 Preparations were made and as the flames burned brighter 
about the condemned Tauquitch, the people gasped. Before their 
eyes, the form of the chief disappeared and a great spark of fire 
leaped into the air and wafted eastward toward the mountains. 
Then the people knew that he was a demon.
 The strange rumbling that may be heard even today in the 
depths of the high mountains was Tauquitch who had taken up 
abode in a large cave. In some versions of the legend, this cave was 
behind Lily (or Tahquitz) Rock and the huge monument of stone 
was rolled into place before the cave, either by Tauquitch or one of 
his pursuers.
 After Tauquitch escaped to the mountains, the Indian maidens 
continued to disappear. 
 One day the brave son of the chief Algoot was killed by 
Tauquitch along a mountain trail. The chief prepared to avenge 
the death, swearing combat with the demon who now possessed 
the power to change his disguise at will.

 When all was ready, Algoot set out for the mountain to meet 
with Tauquitch, saying to his people, “I have not asked you to 
sorrow with me, to shed your tears with mine, to mingle your cries 
and groans with mine, at the fearful death of my noble son. I did 
not want to weep and sorrow and cry away the anger of my soul. I 
wanted my heart to keep burning hot with fury against his hated 
destroyer. 
 “As the sun reaches its height today, I leave my home and you 
my people, never to return until Tauquitch is slain. He shall die or 
Algoot will die. Those above cannot resist my plea for aid. Send up 
your prayers with mine that I may find this enemy of my people, 
and that I may have strength to slay him.”
 Ascending the mountain, Algoot approached the valley and the 
cave of Tauquitch. 
 Algoot called the demon forth to do battle. Tauquitch accepted 
the challenge but demanded that the battle be fought in the valley 
below, so that he might also do away with the Indians who came 
to witness the struggle.
 Where the San Jacinto emptied into a large lake (the spot now 
known as Lakeview), the battle was waged. First was an exchange 
of huge boulders thrown by the fighters. 
 The piled-up granite boulders in the vicinity of San Jacinto and 
Moreno Valley are supposed to be the result of that fateful battle.
 In the water, the two fought, until Tauquitch turned himself 
into a huge sea serpent, lashing out with his tail at Algoot.
 Once, he lashed out with such ferocity that he cut a gash 
through to where Lake Elsinore now lies — and the water rushed 
from the battleground, forming the lake to the west. Not having 
water to swim in, Tauquitch was helpless, and Algoot conquered.
 The scaly serpent was placed upon a funeral pyre. 
Unfortunately, some green wood was used and the spirit of 
Tauquitch escaped in a wreath of smoke to his cave in the San 
Jacinto Mountains. 
 To this day, he haunts the region and until “Those Above” 
destroy his spirit, the rumblings of Tauquitch may still be heard.

Legend of Tahquitz
PHOTO BY MICHAEL ERLICH



44 Idyllwild Magazine & Visitor’s Guide, Winter 2007-08

1-800-CLEANUP

Idyllwild Garage
25015 HWY 243 
(951) 659-2613

Funded by a grant from the California Integrated Waste Management Board

Zero Waste - You Make It Happen!

Recycle used motor oil and fi lters at your 
local state certifi ed waste oil collection center.

 Temecula © Escondido © 
 951-693-4670  760-747-8223  760-366-4684  

TemeculaTemecula ©© EscondidoEscondido ©©

Idyllwild  ©  54415 N. Circle Dr.  ©  (951) 659-4853

Serving the 
mountain 

community for 
26 years

For all your 
rock climbing & 

hiking needs

New! IMPORTED 
ORIENTAL FURNITURE!

Lanterns Door Beads

LOCATED IN THE FORT
Clothing • King or Queen Size Korean Blanket

Lamps • Oriental Art  • Herbs

Gourmet Foods • Import Gifts 

Reasonable 
Prices!

(951) 659-5066

 Gail Qi
 Owner

WARM A FRIEND’S HEART WITH A GIFT
Spring is Here! It’s ‘Storytime!’ Bo, the Mark 

Twain of 21st Century California, has packaged his 
stories for sale. Drop by the Grey Squirrel Gift & 
Book Shop in Idyllwild. Select any of a dozen Tapes 
or CDs. Enjoy as you drive or dine  — quilt or knit. 
Then pass them on to a son or daughter or surprise a 
friend with a thoughtful, edifying gift. These are clean, 
value-focused adventures of Covered Wagon Days 
in Montana — WWII Aerial Dog Fights — Middle East Spy Stories  
— Vietnam — Afghanistan — Battles with Alcohol, Drugs, Cancer, 
Sex — You name it, he’s been there. Click on colonelbowarstories.com 
or Call him at home. He’ll deliver. (951) 659-6029.

DORA DILLMAN
Realtor-Associate

Village Center Offi ce
54274 North Circle Dr.
Cell: (951) 288-5604
Bus: (951) 659-3425
dora@lovethehill.com

“Take it from me, 
Dora will 

go the 
extra 
mile 

for you!”
— Notch 

Celebrating 30 years 

of living on “the hill”!

www.lovethehill.com

Are you dreaming of a home 
in Idyllwild? Let me help you 

explore the possibilities!
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If you walk down a forest trail around Idyllwild, you might 
discover several bright, waxy red beacons popping out of the 

snow. They’re called “snow plants” because they were once believed 
to arrive only after a freshly fallen snow in the mountains. But 
they really come up after the snow has mostly melted. Now 
botanists have discovered that they’re really fungus flowers living 
off tree roots and the duff layer of pine needles from the forest.
 The startling blood-red color of the snow plant (Sarcodes 
sanguinea) tells us that they are among a unique group of plants 
that do not depend on chlorophyll and photosynthesis for food. 
They were once thought to survive on nutrients from decaying 
organic matter in the soil, states Wayne’s Word, an educational 
Web site. Today, we know they are getting their organic nutrients 
from nearby forest trees via a microscopic conduit system of 
mycorrhizal soil fungi. In other words, these flowers have exploited 
a virtually untapped food source.
 Why the bright color? Nobody really knows. Such a bright 
color may attract pollinating insects in the rather shady areas 
where the snow plant grows. They like to grow between 4,000 
and 8,000 feet in conifer forests throughout most of California, 
southern Oregon and even northern Baja. An abundance of them 
are growing in the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto mountains around 
Idyllwild. 
 Shelley Kibby, Idyllwild Nature Center park interpreter, saw 
18 of them together in the county park last May. “A whole patch 
of those bright, fuchsia flowers was really an amazing sight to 
see,” she said. Kibby always knows when people have spotted 
snow plants for the first time. “They come into the Nature Center 
with puzzled looks on their faces and say, ‘We just saw the most 
incredible plant growing in the forest.’” she said.
 A couple of times, Kibby tried to transplant snow plants so she 
could study them, but they didn’t survive. “It seems that wherever 
they sprout up in the forest is critical to 
their continued survival. They don’t like 
the sun,” she said, pulling off a dried 
seed of a snow plant that had withered 
by early August. “I don’t know much 
about them, but their roots run deep. 
It is believed that the asparagus-like 
texture of young snow plants is edible, 
if boiled in water. “If they’re poisonous, 
I don’t want to be the first to find out,” 
Kibby said with a smile. “Apparently, 
ground squirrels or some kind of rodent 
is eating their seeds. See how they’re 
scattered?”
 But of all the fungus flowers, the 
snow plant is one of the most truly 
spectacular wildflowers — and was one 
of the favorites of legendary naturalist 
John Muir.   

Snow Plants: Red Beacons in the Snow
By Marcia E. Gawecki • Photos by Gina Genis

NATURE
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Properties listed from the low $200,000s to the millions.  
Whatever you are looking for — old world charm, to mountain cabin 

ambiance with all the modern conveniences, we’ll fi nd it and 
we’ll have fun exploring the possibilities. I know our MLS 

inventory inside out & have 30 years experience.

MAGGIE MORPHETT
Realtor-Associate

FROM PEAKS TO CREEKS
FOR A WORRY-FREE

TRANSACTION SEE ME!
offi ce 951-659-2125
cell 951-316-5213

North Circle Offi ce
54295 N. Circle Dr., Idyllwild, CA 92549

In the offi ce directly across from the Rustic Theatre 
on North Circle Drive.

Vitamins & Supplements • Cosmetics • Film • Greeting Cards • Gifts • Sundries 

Your Community Source 
for Health Information

MON.-SAT. 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

SUNDAY 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

SAVE MONEY WITH

GENERICS
We accept MOST 

Prescription Insurance Plans

 Strawberry Creek Square • 54391 Village Center Dr. • (951) 659-2135

10¢ EA.
PHO TO COP IES

+ TAX

HOURS:

Harry’s Knives & Woodwork
has expanded with the addition
of Price Gallery to showcase

the fi nest local artisans. 
Off ering fi ne art, turnings, sculpture, 

jewelry and knives to specialty foods like 
Idyllwild Mountain Jerky and more.

54245 North Circle Dr. #B2 • In the Village Centre
951-659-2900

★Monthly Specials • Gift Certifi cates★
 Treatment at Your Home

or Cabin for 2 or More

Call (951) 659-0797

Sandy Mooty, CMT
Massage Therapist

Sandy’s Massage & Bodyworks

Swedish Massage

Hot Mountain
Stone Massage

Deep Tissue Massage

Aloe Vera Wrap

Therapeutic Massage

Foot or Hand 
Refl exology

New Additional 

Massage Studio
Essential Oil 

Wrap

Aromatherapy

Reiki

• 151 Cedar St., Idyllwild, CA • 
Across from the Chinese Restaurant

ATM

Angel & Nature Expressions
Gifts for Home, Body & Spirit

Nourishment for the Soul
54790 North Circle Dr. • Idyllwild, CA 92549

(Next to Café Aroma)

951-659-8993
Angels, Crystals, Gemstone Jewelry & more …
Web site: www.AngelandNatureExpressions.com
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Royal Pines Estates

• Resort living from only $21.00 per day.
 Daily, Weekly & Monthly Rentals.
• Come tour our model homes by Golden West.
• Adjacent to beautiful Strawberry Creek and hiking trails.
• Amenities include Swimming Pool, Recreation Room, Organized Activities and More.
• Close walking distance to Idyllwild School & Idyllwild Arts Academy.

Full-time on-site manager 
would love to show you around.

26350 Delano Drive, Idyllwild • (951) 659-2691

RV Resort &
Manufactured 

Home Park

CAINE LEARNING CENTER CONFERENCE ROOM
54385 Pine Crest, Idyllwild, P.O. Box 1847

Idyllwild, CA 92549 • (951) 659-0152

www.idyllwildconferenceroom.com • geoffrey@cainelearning.com

Ideal for conferences, workshops, 
meetings and gatherings

A/C & heating

Full AV facilities

Seats up to 60 at tables, 90 
theater style

1,400 sq. ft.

Beyond Expectation
15,000 sq. ft. Showroom

Fine Furniture • Art • Sterling • Porcelain • Pottery
Victoriana • Persian Rugs • Lighting • Collectibles

David & Dottie Hoover
Managers

42151 E. Florida Ave. (Hwy. 74)
Hemet, CA 92544

951-927-1182

Showtime Video
Over 6,000 DVDs, Videos & Video Games

DVD Player & VCR Rentals

Located between the Pharmacy and Post Office
Strawberry Creek Shopping Plaza

951-659-5781
Open 7 Days • 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
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Fishing in the San Jacintos
 Few things are as relaxing as lying in the warm sun on a lazy 
day with a fishing pole. Fortunately for visitors and residents in 
the San Jacinto Mountains, a variety of fishing adventures await 
anglers at two lakes and several streams.

 Lake Hemet, the largest lake in the San Jacinto Mountains, is 
a fisherman’s paradise, stocked throughout most of the year with 
rainbow trout by the State Department of Fish and Game. Natural 
channel catfish, big-mouth bass and bluegill also provide good 
sport fishing. 
 Located at an elevation of 4,340 feet, the lake is 1-1/2 miles 
long, 1/2 mile wide and 135 feet deep when full.
 The lake is about 4 miles east of Mountain Center on Highway 
74 in Garner Valley. It is owned and operated by the Lake Hemet 
Municipal Water District. 
 Two public recreation areas are on the lake’s shores.
 The U.S. Forest Service maintains a picnic area for day 
use only along the north shore. The entrance is west of Lake 
Hemet Market, on Highway 74. You do need an Adventure or 
Recreation Pass  to park in the Forest Service area. See the 
section, “Adventure Pass,” on page 55 in this magazine for more 
information.
 The water district also owns and operates the Lake Hemet 
Campground. It has been open to the public on a fee basis for 
more than 30 years along the north shore, toward the eastern end 
of the lake.
 The campground also encourages family recreation, with a 
water playground, camping, picnic areas, boating and kayaking 
along with fishing. No swimming or water skiing is allowed 
because they conflict with fishing.
 Lake Hemet offers scenic mountain views and quiet lakeside 
moments to many visitors to the Hill area.
 Contact the campground personnel at (951) 659-2680 for 
more information.

  Lake Fulmor, about 10 miles north of Idyllwild on Highway 
243, is stocked with trout by the Department of Fish and Game 

from spring through summer. 
 The 2-acre serene lake on Forest Service property offers good 
trout fishing during spring, summer and fall months. Occasionally, 
the lake freezes over in winter. 
 Lake Fulmor is on National Forest land. The lake provides 
day use activities for the public. Fishing and picnic areas with 
grills, an encompassing trail that crosses a bridge, and beautiful 
surroundings make this an enjoyable spot for locals and tourists.
A parking area is across the highway from the lake so use caution 
when crossing to and from the lake. You do need an Adventure or 
Recreation Pass  to park. 

 Strawberry Creek is the only stream where fishing is allowed 
in the San Jacinto Mountains. California Department of Fish 
and Game no longer stocks fish in Fuller Mill, North Fork and 
Dark Canyon creeks because the streams are suitable habitat for a 
protected species, the mountain yellow legged frog.

 The fish-planting program is financed through fishing licenses 
and stamp sales. Licenses are required for anglers age 16 and over 
and there is a daily bag limit of five trout during the year-round 
season. 
 One-year licenses are available to California residents for 
$37.30 at Village Hardware and Lake Hemet Market. Cost to 
nonresidents is $100. Residents and nonresidents can purchase 
a one-day license for $12.10 or a two-consecutive-day license 
for $18.65 at those locations. A 10-day nonresident license costs 
$37.30.
 June 9 and Sept. 22, 2007 are free fishing days throughout 
California.
 Equipment and bait can be purchased at Idyllwild General 
Store, Lake Hemet Market, Village Hardware and Pine Cove 
Market. Fairway Market, Forest Lumber and Village Market also 
stock some supplies.

 Adventure or Recreation Pass required to park if not camping.

Lake Fulmor in fog. PHOTO BY ELLEN FEELEY

RECREATION
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YOKOJI ZEN MOUNTAIN CENTER
P.O. BOX 43 MOUNTAIN CENTER, CALIFORNIA 92561

A Zen Buddhist
Retreat Center & Monastery

Under the direction of
Charles Tenshin Fletcher, Roshi

Meditation instruction available

Please call for information and directions: 951/659/5272
Look forward to seeing you! www.zmc.org

Visit our Beautiful Campground
Fishing • Hiking • Swimming • Horseback Riding

Cabin Rentals - Mountains Of Fun
24 Hour Security and Clean Restrooms
For Membership Information Call

951-659-4097
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951-659-7733 CCL No. 381300

James M. Aeder
General Contractor

P.O. Box 2263
Idyllwild, CA 92549

• Custom Kitchens & Baths
• Design & Engineering
• Custom Homes & Additions
• Cabinetry
• Tile and Masonry
• Residential and Commercial

T he Hill has long been known for its 
summer camps and as an ideal place 

for outdoor educational opportunities and 
retreats. Some of the area’s camps also rent 
their facilities to groups and organizations 
that provide programs on a year-round 
basis. Here are descriptions of a few:

Alhatti Christian Resort
 Alhatti Christian Resort is cradled in 
the whispering pines of the San Jacinto 
Mountains above Palm Springs. 
 About 8 miles north of Idyllwild, the 
resort an extraordinary array of facilities, 
including cottages, dormitories, meeting 
and dining rooms, a chapel, a sauna/steam 
room, a jacuzzi, a business lounge and a 
recording studio.
 Relax with a massage, try your hand at 
the sports court (basketball, tennis, chip ’n 
putt, softball, volleyball and table games), 
and enjoy the walking trail and fishing 
lake.  
 See the ad on page 24, call (951) 659-
2066 or visit www.alhatti.com.

Astro Camp
 Located on 90 acres of land, Astro 
Camp is a summer camp for ages 8 to 14 
and a program for school groups. But un-
like traditional camps, Astro Camp focuses 
on exploration of the universe. This unique 
camp experience involves exploring such 
things as astronomy, lasers, electromagne-
tism, Newton’s experiments, rocketry, gases 
and microgravity.
 Campers construct a mock satellite 
in a weightless environment, suit up in a 
NASA-style flight suit and blast off on a 
simulated mission to a newly discovered 
planet, collect micrometeorites and study 
them under microscopes, and build and 
launch their own rockets, among other 
things. 
 Campers also participate in ropes 
courses, a rock-climbing wall and boulder-
ing to build teamwork and self-confidence.
For more information, see the ad on page 
50, call 1-800-645-1423 or visit www.
astrocamp.com.

Buckhorn Camp
Buckhorn Camp is a full, self-service, 
year-round facility for churches, music, 
Boy Scouts, outdoor education, planning, 
training, family reunions, school clubs and 
holistic healing programs. Located on 120 
acres north of Idyllwild along Highway 

243, it can accommodate small groups of 
40 to groups of 300-plus. Housing is in 
heated dormitory lodges or A-frame cabins 
with bunk beds. Heated bathhouses are 
adjacent. The Wrangler Cabins have in-
room bathrooms, ceiling fans and carpet. 
Healthy, attractive meals adjusted for spe-
cial needs are served in a year-round dining 
hall. Wireless Internet access is available.
 A variety of indoor and outdoor assembly 
and recreation areas are offered, as well as 
a large, heated swimming pool in summer. 
Acres of wooded trails are open for hiking 
and a large, open meadow provides opportu-
nities for games and activities. A new, large 
fire arena is available for fellowship.
 For more information, see the ad on 
page 50 or visit www.campbuckhorn.org.

Thousand Trails
 Thousands Trails in Pine Cove is a 
members-only preserve in a system of more 
than 50 campgrounds.
 At an elevation of 6,425 feet, the pre-
serve offers 220 summertime campsites and 
40 winter sites. It also rents 30 trailers, two 
cottages and three getaway cabins.
 This 200-acre camping preserve allows 
you to escape 
from the Southern 
California heat and 
enjoy panoramic 
mountain scenery. 
These rugged, 
pine-covered moun-
tains are perfect for 
summer hiking and 
winter snowshoe-
ing. The preserve 
allows fishing in its 
stocked trout pond, 
or has swimming 
and wading pools.
 For more infor-

mation, see the ad on page 50, call (951) 
659-4137 or visit http://www.1000trails.
com.

Yokoji Zen Mountain Center
 Yokoji Zen Mountain Center is a Zen 
Buddhist training and retreat center on 
160 acres in Mountain Center. Founded 
in 1981 as a summer retreat center for the 
Zen Center of Los Angeles, it is now a 
year-round Zen training center for resident 
and non-resident trainees.
 It is open to people in all spiritual 
traditions and walks of life who would like 
to experience the life-changing practice 
of meditation and awareness. Offered 
are a regular daily schedule, introduc-
tory weekends, silent meditation retreats, 
two intensive training periods a year, and 
retreats and programs in Buddhist studies 
and related disciplines.
 Trainees can enter into either full-time 
residential training or practice at home, 
coming to the Center for periods of inten-
sive practice and sitting together with one 
of the affiliated sitting groups in Southern 
California, Mexico, and the United King-
dom. 
 For more information, see the ad on 
page 50, call (951) 659-5272 or visit www.
zmc.org.

Others are:
Apple Canyon Center, 1-800-625-7295
Azalea Trails, (909) 307-6555
Camp Emerson, (909) 793-2463
Camp Joe Scherman, 1-800-979-9444
Camp Maranatha, (951) 659-2739
Idyllwild Pines, (951) 659-2605
Pathfinder Ranch, (951) 659-2455
Pine Springs Ranch, 1-800-525-6496,  

(951) 659-3173 or (951) 659-4131

Camps, Outdoor Programs & Retreats

RECREATION

Views such as this one from Alhatti Private Chris-
tian Resort offer nature lovers a great place to find 
peace and serenity.
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The Associates of the Idyllwild Arts Foundation present

15th Annual Idyllwild

Jazz in the Pines

August 23 & 24, 2008
on the Idyllwild Arts Campus

www.idyllwildjazz.com

POSTER BY HAN BYEL KANG, IDYLLWILD ARTS STUDENT, CLASS OF 2010.
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Idyllwild Area Historical Society Museum

The Museum of the Idyllwild Area Historical 
Society is located in a charming cabin at 

54470 North Circle Drive and the quaintness of 
the surroundings encourage you to step right in.
 In 1922, C.L. Emerson, an early Idyllwild 
entrepreneur and noted developer, sold the 
property to Della Ferguson for $10 in gold. The 
cabin and garage were built in the 1920s and the 
cabin is representative of the architectural style of 
many early bungalows built in Southern California. 
For most of its life, the cabin housed one family. In 
a period lasting almost 60 years, three generations 
of the Butts family spent their summers exploring 
the many hiking trails, horseback riding in the 
forest, and wading in the cool waters of Strawberry 
Creek.
 The Historical Society acquired the property in 
2002 and spent the next year restoring the cabin 

and the grounds. Today, the museum exhibits 
many historical artifacts that reflect the richness 
and diversity of this region. Early Cahuilla Indian 
artifacts, implements from pioneer lumber barons, 
samples of furniture from a local factory, and 
numerous photos and documents are displayed 
to tell the story of Idyllwild and the interesting 
characters who made it possible.
 You are invited to visit the museum and 
learn the fascinating history of the surrounding 
mountain communities. Docents and volunteers 
are on hand to answer your questions. Admission is 
free and donations are always welcome. 
 Write to the Museum at P.O. Box 3320, 
Idyllwild, CA 92549 or phone (951) 659-2717. 
A visit to www.IdyllwildAreaHistoricalSociety.org 
will keep you informed about upcoming events and 
new exhibits.

Museum hours:

Memorial Day (May) to 
Labor Day (September), 
Thursday through Sunday, 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Labor Day (September) 
to Memorial Day (May), 
Saturday and Sunday, 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

The museum is also 
open on all Monday 
holidays.

YESTERDAY

Campers in the 1890s relax by an “Idlewild” sign fashioned from fern leaves.  PHOTO COURTESY OF THE IDYLLWILD AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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(951) 763-1200
52702 HWY. 371

ANZA, CA

Over 300 Slots
Blackjack & Three-Card Poker

Delicious 
Food

W W W . C A H U I L L A C A S I N O . C O M

Great Bands at Club 371
Every Friday & Saturday Night

Inside Cahuilla Casino

Karaoke Every 
Sunday Night 

Café Cahuilla — Now Open 24 Hours

More Slot Points
More Free Play

The Friendliest Casino Around

More Slot Points
More Free Play

The Friendliest Casino Around
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Adventure Pass  

T he Adventure Pass has been in effect 
on Southern California national 

forests since June 16, 1997. Recreationalists 
who park their vehicles on some Forest 
Service lands need to display an Adventure 
or Recreation pass in their vehicles.
 Forest Service officials say the fees they 
collect from the vehicle pass fund cleaner 
restrooms, more frequent trash removal, 
better-maintained trails, and restoration 
and protection of the natural environment. 
Cars parked without a permit will be cited.
 Adventure or Recreation passes are 
on sale at the Idyllwild Ranger Station, 
adjacent to Highway 243 on Pine Crest 
Avenue. Various businesses also sell the 
Adventure Pass. (See list at end of article). 
 A day pass costs $5, a yearly costs $30 
and a second-vehicle pass costs $5. 
 Using the pass is simple. Most Forest 
Service parking areas have signs posted 
advising users that a pass is required.
 Using the pass is simple. Forest Service 
areas requiring the pass have signs posted 
advising that of users.
 For your convenience, the Idyllwild 

Ranger Station is staffed with helpful 
people who can provide answers. 
 Just where will you need the pass? Here 
are the places: Humber Park, Lake Hemet 
(on the Forest Service side of the lake), 
the Black Mountain area and the Thomas 
Mountain area. When in doubt, call (909) 
382-2922.
 People do not need a pass to merely 
drive over Forest Service land. 
 Another special rule is that if you 
are already paying for a Forest Service 
developed campsite, you won’t need to buy 
the pass, unless you drive away from your 
Forest Service campsite to park on Forest 
Service land that requires a pass. 
 You do need a pass in the Thomas 
Mountain Ridge and Fuller Ridge remote 
campsite areas.
 Holders of an Interagency Senior Pass, 
Lifetime Access Pass or Interagency Access 
Pass will not need an Adventure Pass when 
parked outside of developed campgrounds. 
 When the vehicle is parked, the pass 
must be visible through the vehicle’s 
windshield.

RECREATION

Adventure Pass Vendors

Businesses that sell the Adventure Pass in 
or near the San Jacinto Ranger District: 

Idyllwild Chevron 
25015 Highway 243, (951) 659-3867 

Idyllwild Ranger Station 
54270 Pine Crest Ave., (909) 382-2922

Idyllwild Shell 
Highway 243, (951) 659-3437

Lake Hemet Market,  
56571 Highway 74, (951) 659-2350

Pine Cove Market 
23235 Highway 243, (951) 659-2938

For other vendors in your area, call the 
U.S. Forest Service at (909) 382-2922.
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Mountain Communities Fire Safe Council

If you own property on the mountain, you are required by law to keep it fi re safe.

We are a private, nonprofi t group dedicated to keeping the mountain safe from wildfi re.
We have grants to help property owners fi re abate their properties on a cost-share basis.

If you need information about bringing your property into 
compliance with county fi re codes, or you need fi nancial help 
to do it, please call us at 659-6208.

We also welcome everyone in joining our organization. Call 
us and fi nd out how you can help keep the mountain safe as a 
supporter of the Fire Safe Council.

We love the mountain —let’s keep it fi re safe!

Medium-duty
fl atbed wheel lift,

local & long distance
towing capabilities

Motor Homes & 
Mini Pickups

BAR # AC198528

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
Engine • Brakes • Tuneup • Fuel injection

Minor & Major Repairs
On American, Foreign & Diesel Cars

H A well serviced car uses less fuel H

AutoCare Center
We install Quality NAPA Parts

Days 659-2613 H Eves. 659-2748
25015 Hwy. 243

Rev. Judy Kane-Smith
M.P.S.; Divinity Degree

Ordained Minister/Counselor 
Since 1980

Custom made 
    to your preferences, 
        non-denominational

(951) 763-5543 • cell (951) 318-0854
Fax (951) 763-5591

www.weddingsbyrevjudy.com • 
revjudy@mtpalomar.net

Weddings … 
by Rev Judy

Anniversary Renewals
Baby Blessings • Memorials
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W hen thinking of forests, pine trees are what come to mind 
immediately. However, many species of pine trees, as well 

as a wide variety of other trees are found in the forests of the San 
Jacinto Mountains. This is in part because of geography.

The dramatic drop from the mountain 
peaks (some nearly 11,000 feet in 
elevation) to the desert floor is one 
of the sheerest escarpments in North 
America. Within this are several life 
zones ranging from true desert to the 
Canadian-Hudsonian. 

Many of the western slopes 
facing toward the Pacific Ocean 
are less steep, with the lower 
elevations covered with a variety 
of rugged shrubs. The Idyllwild 
area lies in a transition zone where 
brush mingles with pines, oaks 
and incense cedars.

The San Jacintos have a variety 
of pines — Coulter, Jeffrey, 
lodgepole, ponderosa and pinyon 
to name a few.

The Coulter pine is 
noteworthy for its cones. 
Nicknamed the bigcone pine, 
this tree’s cones can be a foot long 
(sometimes longer) with thick, 
yellow pitch oozing out from 
between sharp scales. The cone is 
also unique in its color—a clear 
blond coloration. These cones are 
also found spreading seeds after a 
major fire, as the heat causes the 
cone to erupt, sending seeds of 
the species in the fire zones.

The Coulter is plentiful 
around Mountain Center and 
along Highway 243. The bark of 
the Coulter is rough and dark on older 
trees, and the needles grow in groups of three, averaging nine 
inches in length. 

Two other prominent pines locally are the Jeffrey, discovered by 
Oregon Botanical Association collector John Jeffrey in 1852, and 
the ponderosa. The two pines are very similar and distinguishing 
between them can be difficult.

However, Jeffrey pines have a darker bark, larger cones and 
branches that droop more than those of the ponderosa. The Jeffrey 
pine can be easily identified by the nature novice by the scent of 
its bark — smelling fruity to some, and like butterscotch or vanilla 
to others. Jeffrey cones also have scales that turn inward, making 
them less painful than those of the ponderosa. 

The ponderosa pine can be distinguished by its heavy, yellowish 
bark, with pieces resembling jigsaw puzzle pieces. Ponderosa 
cones are painful to hold. The cones also vary in both size and 
color. Some are bright green, others dark purple or reddish. The 
saying, “Gentle Jeffrey, Prickly Ponderosa” can be one method of 

distinguishing the cones of 
the two trees when out in the 

wilderness.
Both the Jeffrey and 

ponderosa pines have needles 
that grow 5-10 inches in length in bundles of three. 

Locally, the Jeffrey pine can be found near Idyllwild, on Black 
Mountain or in Garner Valley, and ponderosas are prominent in 
Fern Valley.

The lodgepole and limber pines are native to the pinnacles of 
the San Jacintos, neither flourishing below 8,000 feet. Both of 
these pines reside in the upper life zones and this far south, are 
found only in the local wilderness outward. Thus, the proliferation 
area. The trails from Saddle Junction and Tahquitz Valley to 
Tahquitz Peak pass through a stand mixed with both pines.

The cones of both are small, as are the trees themselves. 
A distinguishing difference between the two is the needles. 
Lodgepole needles grow in bundles of two, while limber needles 
grow in bundles of five. Another difference between the two is 
their bark. Lodgepole’s bark is pale and thin, while limber’s bark is 
redder and usually rougher. 

The lodgepole pine’s name comes from its use by Native 
Continued on page 59

NATURE

Trees on the Mountain



58 Idyllwild Magazine & Visitor’s Guide, Winter 2007-08

Five distinctive homes plus the Museum
Saturday, September 15, 2007 • 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Ticket price $20
Refreshments served at the Museum
Call 951-990-3909 for information

Sponsored by the 
Idyllwild Area Historical Society

IDYLLWILD 7TH ANNUAL 
HISTORIC HOME TOUR RENT TOWN HALL

You can

Receptions • Meetings
Parties • Conferences

25295 Cedar St., P.O. Box 659, Idyllwild, CA 92549
Tel: (951) 659-2360  Fax: (951) 659-6340

for your 

ChrisRiesen 
@verizon.net

IDYRealtors.com
MLS

54278 N. Circle Drive, P.O. Box 822
Idyllwild, CA 92549

Bus: 951-659-2114
Fax: 951-659-9670
Cell: 951-455-2795

Realtor Associate
Chris Riesen 

FREE 3D DIGITAL FOOT ANALYSIS

KNEE, FOOT
BACK PAIN?

 

Custom Insoles (Orthotics) will probably provide relief.

Drop by today for you FREE
3D Imaging exam (walk in or by appt.)

THE HEALTHY FOOT STORE
HOURS: THURS. - MON. 11 AM - 5 PM

CLOSED TUES. & WED.
53425, N. CIRCLE DRIVE, IDYLLWILD

(951) 852-2925 OR (951) 659-5146

ALSO FEATURING “EARTH” 
& OTHER ERGONOMIC / COMFORT 

FOOTWEAR.

Idyllwild Pet Food & Supplies
Dedicated to carrying many of the best pet foods & supplies 

available!*Now carrying Raw Diets by 
‘Nature’s Variety’ & ‘Primal,’ 

Grooming, day care and 
long-term boarding! 

Proudly offering these 
top quality pet foods 
& supplies for you:

*Unique Toys, *Neat Treats, *Beds, 
*Collars, Leashes, *Harnesses, *Grooming Supplies, 

*Medicinals, *Vaccines, *Small Animal, 
Fish & Bird Feed & Supplies, Litter & Bedding, 

Wild Bird Seed *Suet & So Much More!
54475 North Circle Drive, Idyllwild CA 92549

(951) 659-2600

The Little Yellow Rose Ranch
Horseback Riding

Fun Guided Trail Rides
Individuals/Families/Groups

McCall Park–Mountain Center–Summer
Santa Rosa National Monument–Pinyon–Winter

Stable @ Thousand Trails Campground–Pine Cove–Summer
Main Offi ce – (951) 541-1221

Idyllwild – (951) 659-0383 / 1,000 Trails – (951) 972-6153
www.littleyellowroseranch.com
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Americans in erecting teepees. Rumor has it that 
Lewis and Clark first named the lodgepole after 
seeing the tree in the North, where it was used by 
Indians.
 On the semiarid slopes of San Jacinto and Santa 
Rosa, two varieties of pinyon pines can be found. 
These trees are also called nut pines because of their 
edible seeds.
 The singleleaf pinyon is the only pine producing 
one needle in a bundle, ranging in length from 1-2 
inches long. The tree can reach heights of 25-35 feet 
and has a branchy trunk. Fourleaf pinyon is more 
symmetrical, growing to about 15 or 30 feet high. 
 Neither pinyon develops large cones, but the 
seeds are large, sometimes a half-inch long. Pinyons 
are pitchy, fragrant and grow very slowly. The 
singleleaf pinyon can be found in other areas of 
California, but the fourleaf pinyon grows only in the 
south. Locally, many pinyons are along the road to 
Anza and in Pinyon Flat.
 The tallest tree in our forest is the sugar pine. 
These towering trees may appear to be standing 
gracefully with arms outstretched. From these arms 
dangle cones in bunches of one, two and three. 
These cones are also big — a foot long or longer 
— with fragile-appearing scales. 
 The sugar pine is usually unbranched and 
uniform in diameter for a considerable distance 
above the ground, and the bark is less rough than 
that of some pines and has a reddish color. Needles 
of the sugar pine grow in bundles of five, are short 
(3 inches or shorter), and are blue-green.
 Locally, sugar pines are found in Pine Cove and 
Fern Valley above the 5,600-foot level. Very few are 
found in Idyllwild, which has been attributed to 
early logging operations.
 Pines are not the only trees in our local forests. 
Others can be spotted intermittently such as the 
incense cedar, the bigcone spruce (also called 
bigcone Douglas-fir), and the white fir.
 The incense cedar tree is not really a cedar, it 
is actually a cypress relative. True cedars are not native to North 
America. Incense cedars are seldom found in pure stands, but are 
mixed with ponderosa and Jeffrey pines. 
 Cedars have fine, feathery sprays of foliage formed in a flat 
fan shape. Older trees have a reddish bark resembling that of a 
Sequoia. Young trees are covered with a brown, thin bark with a 
tendency to peel easily. The wood of the incense cedar is fragrant 
and is identified with the smell of pencils.
  The bigcone spruce lives on western slopes below the 4,500-
foot level, and is not true spruce. A characteristic of the tree is 
the long, drooping pattern of limbs, giving the tree a willowy 
appearance. 
 The white fir produces one of the rarer cones (rarely found 
intact) in the San Jacintos. Cones of the white fir crumble on the 
tree and disintegrate. 
 The white fir, also known as the “Christmas tree,” is native 
to this mountain range and numerous on north slopes. These 
trees do not grow in pure stands, but intermingle with pines. 
White firs are along the Devil’s Slide Trail and in Round Valley.

 Another category of local trees is the oaks, including the 
California black oak, the live oak and the rare oracle oak, a hybrid 
of the live and black oak. Oaks are divided into two kinds — black 
and white. Only one black oak grows locally and it is deciduous. 
However, white, or live oaks retain their leaves year-round and 
these trees are much smaller than black oaks.
 Black oaks have a darker bark, whereas white oaks possess white 
or whitish bark. Another difference is the acorns. The acorns on 
the black oak form every two years, while those on the white oak 
form annually. 
 Black oaks are plentiful in Idyllwild and can reach a height of 
85 feet with massive trunks and lower limbs. White oaks are not 
only numerous locally, but varied, with at least six different kinds 
and hybrids found.
 Oaks usually grow on dry slopes between 5,000 and 7,000 feet, 
often in pure stands. 
 Of course, many other trees and a variety of brush and 
chaparral are found in the San Jacintos. For more information on 
local vegetation and trees, contact the U.S. Forest Service or the 
Idyllwild County Nature Center.  

Trees Continued from page 57

Pine trees reach for the sky. PHOTO BY HALIE JOHNSON
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bald eagles have learned to survive but procreation has been an 
uphill battle. In 2006, the eagles successfully hatched a pair of 
eaglets but the babies died after being blown out of their nest.
 This past spring, the pair hatched two more eaglets. One, at 9 
weeks of age, fell out of the nest and fractured its right wing. The 
eaglet was nursed back to health at the Coachella Valley Wild Bird 
Center in Indio and, later, released back into the nesting area. But 
observers say the bird has not been seen since shortly after it was 
released. Before the injured bird was returned to the nest, its sibling 
was reported missing. “It fell out of the nest shortly after the other 
one,” said Poopatanapong. “We don’t know if the other chick survived 
or not. The whole nest was destroyed. When I went over there, it was 
all sticks and twigs. The nest had completely come down.”
 Experts don’t know if the nest collapsed because of the wind 
or if it simply couldn’t support the weight of the baby birds once 
they began fl apping their powerful wings. At 9 weeks of age, eaglets 
weigh about 14 pounds. 
 Mark Perinsky, manager of the Lake Hemet Campground, which 
is owned by the Lake Hemet Water District, said there is talk of 
building a sturdier nest for the pair of eagles, to help avoid such 
tragedy in the future. But, he added, the idea is still in the talking 
stages.
 “We would be a willing participant but would not be the lead 
agency,” said Perinsky. “But, if they needed our help or needed a 
piece of property on our shoreline, we would help them out.” 

Eagles Continued from page 25
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Barbecue permits
 Idyllwild Fire Department, 54160 
Maranatha Road, 659-2153.

California Highway Patrol
 Beaumont, 195 Highland Springs Av-
enue, business phone, (951) 769-2000.

Electric
 Southern California Edison, call (800) 
655-4555.

Emergency resource center
 Idyllwild HELP Center, 26330 High-
way 243; thrift store, Thursday to Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.; office, Monday & 
Thursday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. by appointment, 
and Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. 659-2110.

Fire
 Idyllwild Fire Department, 54160 
Maranatha Road; Emergency, 911; busi-
ness phone, 659-2153.
 Riverside County Fire Department, 
Emergency 911: Pine Cove Station, 
24919 Marion Ridge Road, business 
phone, 659-2732; Garner Valley Sta-
tion, 59200 Highway 74, Garner Valley, 
business phone, 659-5353; Anza Station, 
56560 Highway 371, business phone, 
(951) 763-5611.

Health care services
 Barry Shapiro, pharmacist, Idyllwild 
Pharmacy, 54391 Village Center Drive, 
Strawberry Creek Square, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Monday-Saturday; 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Sunday, 
659-2135.
 Kamran Qureshi, M.D., Idyllwild 
Health Center, 54910 Pine Crest Ave., 
Fern Valley Corners, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Monday-Friday, 659-4908.
 Heber Dunn, D.D.S. & Bryan Dunn, 
D.D.S., 54805 N. Circle Drive, Fern Val-
ley Corners. For appointment, 659-5011; 
emergencies, (951) 652-2744.

 Judi G. Milin, D.C., Mountain Chi-
ropractic, by appointment weekdays & 
weekends, 659-4522. 
 Charles Schelly, D.C., Idyllwild Chiro-
practic, 54165 Pine Crest Ave., 8:30 a.m.-1 
p.m. & 3-5:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesday 
& Friday; 3-5:30 p.m. Thursday; also by 
appointment; 659-4663.
 Jack Stone, D.C., 25555 Fern Valley 
Road, Friday-Monday by appt. 659-5544.

 Library
 Riverside County Branch, Idyllwild, 
54185 Pine Crest Ave., 659-2300.

Lost pet
 Idyllwild Animal Rescue Friends, 659-
5184 or 659-1122; Living Free Animal 
Sanctuary, 659-4684; or Ramona Animal 
Shelter, (951) 654-8002, 690 Humane 
Way, San Jacinto.

Newspaper
 Idyllwild Town Crier, 54295 Village 
Center Drive, P.O. Box 157, Idyllwild, CA 
92549, 659-2145. Open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday.

Post offices
 Idyllwild, 54391 Strawberry Creek 
Square, 659-9719. Lobby open 5 a.m.-9 
p.m. Sunday-Saturday. Counter service, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday. Mail goes out 
9:30 a.m. & 3:30 p.m. Monday-Friday, 
Saturdays 9:15 a.m. & 3:15 p.m.
 Mountain Center, Highways 243 & 
74, 659-2361. Lobby open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday. 
Counter service 8:30 a.m.-noon & 1-4:45 
p.m. Monday-Friday. Mail goes out 10:30 
a.m. (express only) & 3:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday, & 3 p.m. Saturday. 
 Pine Cove, 23235 Highway 243, be-
hind Pine Cove Market, 659-4955. Lobby 
open 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday-Saturday. 
Counter service, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday-
Saturday. Mail goes out 10 a.m. & 2 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday.

Radio
 WNKI, 1610-AM, emergency & tour-
ist information only, 659-9654. 

Recreation
 Town Hall, 25925 Cedar St., Jim 
Campbell, director, 659-2360.

Recycling bins
 Waste Management of Inland Valley, 
1-800-874-7774.

Riverside County Sheriff
 Nonemergency, 24-hours, (800) 950-
2444; Lake Hemet substation, 56550 
Highway 74, Garner Valley, business 
phone, 659-3871.

Road & weather information
 Up-to-date Hill weather reports daily 
on the Internet at Town Crier’s Web site 
www.towncrier.com; Southern California 
Weather Forecast, (213) 554-1212.

Telephone service
 Verizon: Business repair, 1-800-483-
2000; residential repair, 1-800-483-1000; 
business, 1-800-483-5000; residential, 
1-800-483-4000.

Trash disposal
 Idyllwild Transfer Station, Saunders 
Meadow Road, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Thurs-
day-Monday. (Pine needles & fireplace 
ashes are accepted & a recycling bin is 
available for glass, aluminum, plastic, card-
board & newspaper.)

Water districts
 Idyllwild Water District, 25945 High-
way 243, 659-2143.
 Pine Cove Water District, 24917 
Marion Ridge Road, 659-2675.
 Fern Valley Water District, 55790 
South Circle Drive, 659-2200.
 Lake Hemet Municipal Water Dis-
trict, 2480 East Florida Ave., Hemet, (951) 
658-3241.

Phone Numbers
Dial  9-1-1  for all emergencies

LOCAL NOTES








